


CLUB INFORMATION
Binfield FC is a FC Charter Standard Community Club committed

to providing football for all ages, male and female players.
Starting at Soccer School and on to our Senior Team who play in

the Isthmian League South Central Division. The club runs over 36
teams and is a great place to enjoy your football.
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WELCOME TO BINFIELD FC
From Our Chairman,

Andy Cotton
A very warm welcome to everyone for today’s PitchIngIn 
Isthmian South Central Division 1 game versus Hanworth 
Villa Football Club.  

Another unusual home fixture for the Moles here at the home of our near neighbours Ascot United,
who have been so kind to lets us hire their awesome ground and facilities today to ensure we could
get the game on.  The weather has continued to play havoc across the whole of non league these
past couple of months and I hope as many of our volunteers and supporters have been able to
attend this game.  It wasn’t that long ago that we were having to call in a favour with Hanworth so
that we could get another one of our fixtures on.  They did us proud!!!

Normally I would be writing something nice about the Hanworth Chairman at this point in my notes,
but James has sadly decided to go and watch the rugby this afternoon instead, as he’s taking one
for the team by entertaining some clients at Twickenham.  Disappointed as I am that he won’t be at
the match, I do want to welcome all the other lovely people from the Villa to today’s game.  Whilst
we’ve had some incredibly close competitive games with the HV over the past few seasons, we do
enjoy a mutual respect for each other’s clubs and long may that continue.  

Hanworth Villa are very much in contention for promotion this season and playing so well in fact
that they may skip the play offs this time around, and actually go on and win the league.  Whilst
we would miss them greatly, we would be delighted for the club and after today’s difficult game,
wish them the very best with going one better this time around.

Our young Moles team comes into today’s game on the back of another huge league win down on
the South Coast last weekend.  This followed what was another important win when we hosted
Hendon the previous weekend.  The Moles finally moved out of the relegation zone after many
months and we are at last reaping rewards for the team’s fabulous progress during the middle of
winter.  Our football has been a joy to watch at times and witnessing the team’s progress since
pre-season has been hugely positive for everyone connected to the club.   The games are going to
come thick and fast over the next 9 weeks with the whole squad being tested - it’s wonderful to see
so many faces in the group that started this journey back in June, more impressive though is how
some individuals have matured/grown in a fairly short period of time. 



The club is hopeful that our positive form continues - sitting one place off the top of the Form
guide, the lads have proved that the Moles are once again a match for any side in this Division.

This winter has been tough on all clubs that rely on grass pitches for their football games. Binfield
FC is no exception here and whilst us traditionalist like to see the game played on the green stuff,
its becoming ever more difficult to guarantee football on it. This is just an early heads up for club
members to confirm that we have now commenced with a project to explore getting 3G down at Hill
Farm Lane. This is still early stages but we are getting this message out there to let everyone know
what our plans are. If any of you feel that you are able to contribute anything towards the project
then please do not hesitate to contact me or Andrew Williams - we’d love to hear from you.
 
Finally, I’d like to express my huge thanks to our 1st Team & Fixture Secretary Rob Sutton, for his
extraordinary efforts in organising this and are other Home/Away games this past month or so. So
much time and effort goes into organising this stuff that most of us wrongly take it for granted.
Without Rob’s effort, we wouldn’t have played the games we have done and with the poor weather
set to continue, we will be relying on Rob even more. Thank you so much Rob, you really have done
a magnificent job in helping the club continue the season - what a Top Man you are!!!!!

Let’s hope it’s another good game today and another great advert for the Division. Have a safe
journey home everyone and thank you for coming.

Cmon you Moles

Cmon you Moles

Andy Cotton
Binfield FC Chairman



Binfield FC first played in 1892, during the reign of Queen Victoria, making us one of the oldest
Association Football clubs in the world! The team comprised young men from the local brickworks
and those who worked on the land around Binfield. The club’s early years were spent in the Ascot and
District League, where we enjoyed many successful seasons winning the Fielden Cup for the first time
in 1924 and on eleven further occasions since.
During the 2nd World War, we joined the Great Western Combination League, winning the
championship in 1947. During that period we also won the Berks and Bucks Junior Cup and the
Maidenhead Norfolkian Cup and it was not unusual to see crowds in excess of 1,000 at our Forest
Road ground.
In 1950 we joined the Reading and District League, where we remained for the next forty years. In
1972 Binfield won promotion to the Premier Division for the first time and although relegated two
years later we returned in 1976 as 1st Division Champions. A huge crowd, reminiscent of the 1940’s,
packed Forest Road to witness our promotion. In 1980, the club made an important decision to move
from Forest Road, where facilities were shared with the cricket club, to our current site in Hill Farm
Lane. Turning that field into the football ground we see today was a massive task. Thanks to an
enormous amount of physical work by the members of the club the area was levelled and drained
within three years. The members then set about building the club house. This progress off the field
was matched on it when in 1987 and 1988 we won Division 2 and then Division 1 of the Reading and
District League. In 1989, we joined the high-profile Charrington Chiltonian League, winning the
Division 1 title at the first attempt – a feat we repeated in 1996 – and reaching the final of the League
Cup. The following year we finished runners-up to Peppard, despite remaining unbeaten from
November until the end of the campaign.
In 2001 we merged with Binfield’s junior club, Binfield Forest FC, and in doing so significantly
increased the member-ship, with over 20 teams playing every weekend – this season we will field 36
teams each week. The junior part of the club is very important to Binfield with FA Charter status
having been achieved in 2007 and in 2013 we were awarded the Berks & Bucks FA and South East
Regional FA Charter Status Community Club of the Year awards, culminating in the club being invited
to the FA Community Shield at Wembley in August 2013.
Since 2005, progress at the club has been swift, with the addition of floodlights and later a seated
stand. The club is tirelessly working to improve our facilities with our “continuous improvement”
plan making further change to the car park, to the club house and a new stand around our Tea Bar.
We constantly strive to improve all elements of the facilities from changing rooms to a playing
surface we are extremely proud of, to benefit everyone from our Under 6s up to our 1st Team. We won
the FTL Hellenic League Division 1 East title in 2008-09 and gained promotion to the next level of
English football, where we finished runners up in the 2010/11 Uhlsport Hellenic Premier Division, 3rd
in 2012/13 and 5th in 2014.

BINFIELD FC HISTORY



August 15th 2009 will long be remembered as Binfield’s first game in the legendary FA Cup – and we
have enjoyed some good runs reaching the 1st Qualifying round in each of the last two seasons with
400 supporters enjoying the visit of Margate in 2010 and a trip to Slough Town and narrow defeat in
2011. In 2013 the side reached the 2nd Qualifying round, losing to a 96th minute free kick as
Leatherhead came from behind. Binfield entered the FA Vase for the first time in season 2008-09 and
enjoyed three rounds, before reaching the 4th round (last 32) in 2011/12 in an incredible season of
cup success. The 2011/12 team is the most successful in our history, winning both the Berks & Bucks
FA Senior Trophy and the AM Print & Copy Floodlit Cup in five glorious April 2012 days. We also reached
the final of the Hellenic Challenge Cup.

In the two Covid disrupted seasons, the first team were sitting in second place in the Hellenic
Premier. Positions when used to calculate points per game resulted in promotion to the Isthmian
League South Centre, our 1st season ever at Step 4. However the 2020/21 season will, of course, be
remembered for our amazing run in the Buildbase FA Vase when playing every game behind closed
doors bar one and all away from home we reached the Final at Wembley where we came up against a
very good Warrington Rylands side and narrowly lost 3-2.

In 2021/22 season in the Isthmian South Central, the team finished 8th after a good start.
Disappointing FA Cup but a very good run in the Trophy. Winning at North Leigh, Herne Bay before a
home win vs Chippenham and finally bowing out against Truro, missing a last minute penalty. In the
2022/23 season, the team finished 6th in the Isthmian South Central – our highest ever league
position. In the FA Cup, we reached the 3q round, again our best ever performance, losing 5-3 away to
Beckenham Town. In the FA Trophy, we lost in the 1st round proper away to Tavistock.

The 2023/24 will always be remembered as the season of the Great Escape. At Christmas, the team
had no wins in the league, only 4 points and were rooted to the bottom of the table. Their only win
was a 2-0 victory over Wokingham in the FA Cup. They were knocked out of the FA Cup after a replay
at Northwood. There was poor performances in the FA Trophy and Velocity Cups with 7-1 and 6-0
defeats respectively. A management change just before Christmas with Ross Weatherstone taking
charge. In his time in charge, Ross managed to guide the team to their first win against Met Police
FC. The team finished with 8 wins and managed to finish 4 points and one position above the
relegation zone.

2024/25 was the year of the cup run and giant killings. In the Velocity Cup, the Moles were on the
road for every game and made it through to the semi-final beating Premier Division sides Dulwich
Hamlet and Hasting United before losing to a strong Billericay Town. In the Berks and Bucks Senior
Cup, they defeated National League side Maidenhead United before losing in the quarter finals to
Flackwell Heath. In the league, the Moles improved slightly from last season finishing one position
higher and with nine more points.



Good afternoon, 

Today we play another home fixture away from Hill Farm Lane, the rain has been relentless
& is causing problems to every grass pitch across the country! Based on how the team
performing it’s important we continue to play games through this tough period of weather.
I want to give a huge thank you to the Chairman & executive committee at the club to
organise these games. Today we borrow Ascot United FC Ashford Town FC & we appreciate
you having us.

Today we host Hanworth Villa FC, everyone at the club would like to extend a warm welcome
to everyone attending this Binfield FC fixture. I'd like to wish the Hanworth management
team, their players, all their officials and fans a pleasant stay with us and a safe journey
home after the game.

Today's fixture against Hanworth presents a tough challenge, I have a lot of respect for
Simon, he’s done a tremendous job & his team are in a proper title challenge this season.
We are expecting a very tough game! One I know all the players & management team are
ready for.

Following my last program notes, we have played Hendon and won 2-0 & Fareham Town FC
away, where we won 3-1.

The game against Hendon, was a Home game away from home, played at Ashford Town FC.
The game in general was flat, with both teams cancelling each other out. I felt we edged
possession of the ball & created better opportunities. It was a soft penalty converted by
Lamin & shot from Monty which their GK threw into the net. It was nice get the run of the
ball & some football luck, as we hadn’t had much at the start of the season.

THE VIEW 
FROM THE DUGOUT



Last Saturday we travelled to Portsmouth to play Farnham away from their normal home
pitch, at Moneyfields FC, a ground which hadn’t been kind in recent fixtures. This was a
tough game, against a solid team who never stopped fighting for 98 mins! Huge credit to
ALL the players, they showed real quality in both 18s when it mattered most, to secure a
strong away win, with goals coming from Lamin, Owen & Kickie.

Last week we climbed out of the relegation zone, which feels like it’s been a long time
coming! The League is presenting itself to be completely different to the last 2 seasons.
Last year we were in 14th place with the same amount of points, so as we go into a busy
March, we must not get complacent with the big challenge we know we have in front of us
to stay up, but our focus right now is the next game, which is today! I can assure you all, I
will be making sure the team will be giving everything to get a result and give you all a
committed performance.

Enjoy the Game

Rosco Weatherstone
First Team Manager



THE BIG PREVIEW

BINFIELD VS HANWORTH VILLA

2026 has certainly been the year for the Moles
so far. They picked up three huge league
victories in January in two against sides in the
top six in the table and even though they didn’t end the month how they wanted, they
have picked their form back up in February. Despite having easier fixtures on paper, a
two-nil victory at home to Hendon was backed up with a 3-1 victory on the road at
Fareham Town last Saturday which saw them climb out of the bottom four places. Goals
from Lamin Ceesay, Owen Smith and Kickie Dzimba completed the comeback on the
South Coast last week and has seen them pick up four wins in their last five league
matches. One league defeat in their last eight also means they’ve established
themselves in second in the form guide and will carry that confidence into the final
third of the season. 

Good afternoon and welcome to the latest
edition of the Moles’ “home away from
home” - this time at the Racecourse. A big
thank you to our neighbours Ascot for their
help in getting this fixture played.
It should be a brilliant game on paper too
with the in-form Moles taking on a
Hanworth Villa side going toe-to-toe with
Leatherhead for the Ieague title!

Our visitors this afternoon are once again competing at the very top of the Isthmian
League table as they look to make the step up to Step 3 after moments of heartbreak in
the past few seasons. A dramatic 95  minute equaliser from Jack Timberlake against
league leaders Leatherhead last Saturday keeps them within touching distance at the
top, albeit having played more games. Their home form is the best in the league and
will be looking to build on their away form too keep up with the pace at the top.

th



LAST TIME OUT

FAREHAM TOWN 1-3 BINFIELD

The Moles fight back to earn three points at Fareham Town
It’s four league wins in five for the Moles as they continue their momentum on the South
Coast

On what looked quite a simple fixture on paper, the Moles got an early wake up call when Jamie
Arnold gave the hosts the lead midway through the first half with a header at the back post. 

But the Moles response was both instant and clinical. They were level five minutes later through
Lamin Ceesay. He initially ran the ball across the pitch before laying it off to Toby Thompson on the
right flank. Thompson cut the ball to Ceesay who picked out the top-left corner with a quality first-
time finish.

And the Moles just needed another four minutes to get ahead. Ceesay and Thompson involved
again as the goalscorer showed good strength to hold off his defender before realising the right-
back. Thompson then put in a brilliant cross, picking out an unmarked Owen Smith in the box who
headed in from close range for his third goal of the season.

And then Moles gave themselves some breathing room as they were gifted a third miway through
the second half. The Fareham centre back
showed too much of the ball to Qunicy
Patteron who pounced to slide in Kickie
Dzimba who’s composed finish earnt the
Moles three points on the South Coast as
they continue their momentum.



MATCH PHOTOS
By Sinead Thompson
@st_photography88



MATCH PHOTOS
By Daisy Spiers

@bellisphotography_
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MEET THE SQUAD 









INTRODUCING OUR VISITORS
HANWORTH VILLA FC

The club is experiencing our third consecutive season in Isthmian South Central League, our highest place
in the football pyramid. In our first season at this level we reached fourth place, which led to us securing
a play-off final place where we lost to Walton and Hersham. Last season, in a campaign punctuated with
postponements and injuries we achieved seventh place. We’re hoping to once again to see ourselves in the
top quarter of the table but time will tell. 
We’ve come a long way…
1976: Formation
Hanworth Villa was formed in 1976. In the early years, the team struggled in Division one of the Hounslow &
District League, and scoring a goal was usually celebrated with a public holiday. During a close season,
following hard work by Jimmy Connors, the team was completely rebuilt and this led to them finishing as
Division 1 Champions.
The following Season saw the club start an incredible run in the league, which finished 68 matches later,
with the club winning the Hounslow Premier League and the West Middlesex Division’s one and two
championships. The success continued with Hanworth being elected to the newly formed Middlesex County
Football League in 1984/1985.
2005 onwards
It took a while to adapt to the new level of football, but in the second season they managed to win the
Challenge Cup. The following season, 2007/2008, the team managed to successfully defend the Challenge
Cup and also narrowly miss out on the league title, finishing a credible second. However the lack of
facilities at the ‘Ranch’ prevented promotion to the Premier Division.
The club were determined to ensure that the situation should not arise again and with typical
determination the committee managed to raise the funds to ensure that floodlights and a spectator stand
were installed in time for the 2008/2009 campaign. The effort was not in vain as once again the team
finished second and following a successful ground inspection Hanworth Villa were promoted to the
Combined Counties Premier League for the 2009/2010 season
2009: Combined Counties Premier League
The debut season was as expected difficult with points being few and far between and it was not until the
second half of the campaign that the team came to terms with the standard of football required. By the
end of the season the team had collected enough points to finish 17th, three points clear of relegation.
The first season taught the club a lot and changes were put in place to allow for a more comfortable
second season, in which not only did the team finish in 5th position in the league, but also reached the
finals of the Middlesex Senior Charity Cup and the Southern Combination Cup. Unfortunately they were to
lose in both.
2011/12: Up for the cups
The 2011/2012 season will live long in the memory of all concerned at the club as being their most
successful in national competition. 



In the FA Cup the team, after victories over Shrivenham, Bedfont Sports, Wembley, Aveley and Slough, lined
up against AFC Totten for a place in the 1st Round proper, a rare achievement for a team competing at
national level 9. In a very close encounter AFC won 3-2.
In the FA Vase the team reached the third round losing to Herne Bay, one of the beaten semi-finalists that
year.
2013/14: Double success
In 2013/2014 the team were successful in achieving a double, in winning both the Middlesex Premier League
Cup and the Southern Combination Cup.
2019: Simon Haughney takes the reigns 
In November 2019 the manager position was filled by Simon Haughney with his management team of Paul
Thomas and Leon Solomon.
The players responded well to this new team and with the addition of several new signings performed well,
despite the distractions of the Covid pandemic. Not only did they remain unbeaten in the ten matches
played during the suspended 2020-21 season, they also set a new club record by progressing to the last 16
of the FA Vase, narrowly losing to Long Eaton United on penalties.
2020/21 Champions, promotion and unbeaten throughout the season
Last season proved to be the greatest in the history of Hanworth Villa FC and, in winning the inaugural
Combined Counties North Premier Division and with it promotion to the Isthmian League, the club achieved
their highest position in senior football since the formation in 1976. The most remarkable record of all is,
however, that the team remained unbeaten throughout the league season. 
2023/24 Seventh place finish
Hanworth Villa retained the services of Simon & Paul for the new 2023/24 season in the face of many
approaches from many clubs for their services and look to build on the success of recent years.
After a difficult season with a large number of games postponed Villa found themselves playing a large
number of games in a short space of time towards the end of the season and finished a creditable seventh.
The 2023/24 season was also notable with Gary Brunning, so instrumental in driving the club to the dizzy
heights of the NLS step 4, stepping down as chairman being replaced by James Connor, Ex-Millwall
professional footballer, and son of the original founder Jimmy Connor who’s vision and drive will take the
club further up the NLS pyramid. Gary Brunning moves up to Joint President of Hanworth Villa sharing the
position with Jimmy Connor. 
It should be noted that Gary Brunning not only drove the development of the club over the past 35 years but
also gave unswerving service to the club as a player playing a big part of our achievements between 1978
and our eventual promotion to step 6 and the Combined Counties FL playing first team football well into his
40’s. He was approached many times to play higher up the football pyramid by higher ranked teams but
remained loyal to Hanworth Villa over all those years and for this the club will always be grateful.
2024/25 Progression Continues
The clubs third season at step 4 proved to be an eventful one as the club continued to develop both on and
off the pitch. The first team continue to build on success to reach a second play off final in 3 seasons. This
time falling to a narrow defeat to fellow Middlesex rivals Uxbridge. But the season left much to celebrate
with the club finishing in its highest ever position 3rd in the Isthmian League South Central Division. 
We also had a record number of youth teams with much progress made by all of those sides.



Dream Job: Footballer ⚽

Dream Holiday Destination: Saint-Tropez 

Favourite Food: Pizza 🍕

Favourite TV Show/Film: House Md

GETTING TO KNOW:

LAMIN CEESAY
Lamin joined us midway through the season and
has made his mark immediate on the Moles side.
He’s a joy not only to watch but also to play
alongside and has added goals to his games in
the past few weeks.

Name: Lamin Ceesay
Position: Forward
Appearances: 10
Goal Contributions: 8

Name on a football pitch: Lamz

Football Team you support: Chelsea

Favourite Footballer: Neymar

Sport you would play if you weren’t a footballer:  
Basketball 🏀



-

Favourite Sporting Memory you’ve been part of:
Winning the Cup with Farnham 🏆

Favourite Sporting Memory you’ve watched: 
Chelsea’s first Champions League against

Bayern

Biggest strength as a Player: First touch 👌

Something you want to achieve this year: 15 goals ⚽



YOUNG MOLES WATCH
Binfield U23 Development:



Binfield U18 Allieds:



Hanworth Villa and Leatherhead share six goals, Royals make it six wins from six, Egham hit five,
Moles win again, whilst Bognor and Vale are also victorious
 
Our match of the day came from Rectory Meadow, where second place Hanworth Villa, two points away from
the summit, took on leaders Leatherhead. The Villains had only one defeat from ten, and knew that another
victory would send them top- and they went ahead on twenty seven minutes, Josh Casey the scorer. The
Tanners didn’t take that lying down, and they were level six minutes before half time with Anas Igozouln
scoring the goal, before going ahead in first half added time, Nathan Hogan scoring from the spot. Hogan
added a third for the visitors early in the second half, but the Villains weren’t dead and buried and with
fourteen minutes remaining Liam Ferdinand brought it back to two-three. Five minutes into added time, the
hosts declared that they were very much alive, Jack Timberland making it three-three. Leatherhead remain at
the summit- and have four games in hand.
 
Third place Moneyfields were hoping to put last weekend’s defeat at Bedfont Sports behind them, whilst hosts
Raynes Park Vale’s play off hopes looked to be hanging from a thread after only one win from ten. Vale,
however, made an early breakthrough, David Omilabu scoring from the spot after a quarter of an hour- and
they held onto that lead to take the points and climb into the top ten. 
 
AFC Portchester took some fabulous form on the road to Ascot United, whilst their hosts had rather lost their
way. The Royals were looking for a sixth win in a row, whilst the Yellas were seven without a win, a run which
had left them dangerously close- two points- to the drop zone- and on that basis it was perhaps no surprise
when the visitors went ahead on ten minutes, Alfie Stanley the scorer. It was two-nil four minutes before half
time, Lee Wort with that one, but the Yellas made the closing stages interesting by getting a goal back six
minutes from time, Tyrone Shiham halving the deficit. Sadly for the home fans, that’s as good as it got- six
wins from six and an eight point advantage over sixth place Hayes for the Royals. 
 
Hartley Wintney had managed to play only once since December 27th, and travelled to Egham Town eleven
points away from a top five spot- albeit with three games in hand. Their hosts had taken ten points from their
previous four matches and were only a point further back- and they went ahead in this one early on, Connor
Cullen’s fifteenth of the season arriving on eleven minutes. 

The Row levelled on twenty five minutes, Sam De St Croix delivering the equaliser, but Cullen soon struck again
and just before the break Bradley Clayton made it three-one. On sixty five minutes Cullen celebrated his hat
trick, only for De St Croix to bring it back to four-two two minutes later. The Sarnies made it five-two on sixty
nine minutes, Excellence Muhemba the latest scorer, and finally the goals came to an end- a fine win for the
hosts, who are up to seventh. 



South Park Reigate, in eighth, were three without a win as they travelled to Met Police, the boys in blue having
seen a three match unbeaten run come to a dramatic halt with a hammering at Fareham ten days ago. The
Sparks got their noses in front on twenty four minutes, Ross Stepney opening the scoring, but their hosts were
soon level, Jamal Sharpe with that one. On sixty four minutes the hosts found themselves reduced to ten men,
Cerny Ando dismissed, but the visitors failed to take advantage. 
 
Bedfont Sports were in decent form, with only one defeat from eight, and hoped for more of the same as they
welcome a Harrow Borough side who had lost three of their previous four. Sports delivered the opening goal
just before half time, Oliver Davidson scoring from the spot, but Borough were level eight minutes into the
second half, Will Bailey getting the equaliser. That, as it turned out, was that. 
 
Bognor Regis Town, in eleventh, had been on something of a downturn, with only two wins from ten. Their
visitors, Southall, were in much greater need of points, but were five unbeaten despite only being outside the
bottom four on goal difference. The Rocks got the first goal of the match early in the second half, Jake
Lawrence with it, and for first you can read only. Bognor climb to ninth- Southall slip to twentieth. 
 
Littlehampton Town, in fourteenth, were five points above the drop zone after a run of two wins from ten,
whilst visitors Kingstonian were third from bottom, but had looked back to their best when winning their
previous two and scoring four goals on each occasion. The start to this one was electric, the Golds taking the
lead on two minutes through Gabriel Robinson only for Dennis Kelmendi to level two minutes later. The hosts
regained their lead twelve minutes before half time, Owen Spicer with that one, but they weren’t ahead for
long before Stan Flaherty levelled from the spot. The goals then dried up, which leaves Littlehampton in
fourteenth, six points clear of their fourth bottom visitors. 
 
Only goal difference was keeping Binfield in the bottom four as they kicked off against bottom side Fareham
Town- this match being played at Moneyfields. The Moles had won four of their previous five, but they were
behind on twenty three minutes, Jamie Arnold striking for Town. The visitors quickly responded, however,
Lamin Ceesay bringing them level five minutes later, and they were ahead four minutes later, Owen Smith
completing the turnaround. Kickie Dzimba made it three-one on sixty four minutes, and the Moles climb to
seventeenth. Fareham are now eighteen points from safety. 



By Chris Dunlavy

CHARLIE Wyke must be the bravest, but also unluckiest, footballer going.
Four years ago, the striker, now at Carlisle United, suffered a heart-attack during a training session
for Wigan Athletic and actually died for four minutes. 
But that traumatic experience was nothing compared to the physical and mental anguish the 33-
year-old has endured over the last 16 months.
In October 2024, shortly after coming on as a substitute for Carlisle in a League Two match against
Cheltenham, Wyke was felled by a heavy tackle from Luke Young. 
“I broke my leg, dislocated my ankle, tore every ligament, damaged the cartilage - it was like six or
seven different injuries in one,” the former Bradford City, Sunderland and Rotherham striker
exclusively told The NLP last week.
“I had multiple operations, screws and pins put in my leg. And the pain - I honestly can’t describe
it. 
“Everybody knows about my cardiac arrest, and objectively that’s 100 times worse. But there was no
pain with that. I had to have a lot of tests, missed a lot of football. Day to day, though, it didn’t
really bother me. 
“This was so much harder. I was battling the pain literally every day. I had to call an ambulance like
three times because the pot on my ankle was too tight. At one point, I didn’t sleep for six nights
straight and started hallucinating.
“I’d been watching Black Mirror on Netflix and there was an episode where somebody turns into a
werewolf. One night, I thought the werewolf was in my bedroom. I was screaming and shouting. I
felt like I was going mad.
“On top of that, I had the surgeon telling me I was done. I went up to see him five or six times, and
the message was always the same. He said ‘You’re 33, it’s a massive injury - my advice is to retire
immediately’. 
“He said that nobody fully recovers from something like this, and even if I did get back to running
and playing football then I’d struggle badly with arthritis for the rest of my life. You hear that, and
your whole life just stops. It’s been horrendous, absolutely horrendous.” 



Wyke defied his doctor’s orders to continue a 14-year career that saw him score 130 goals in 358 EFL
appearances, featuring in last month’s 3-1 National League victory over Altrincham at Brunton Park. 
Or at least, it should have been emotional. Unfortunately for Wyke, part of the medication for
managing his heart condition includes an adrenalin suppressant.
“The reception I got coming on, I should have been absolutely buzzing,” he says. “But it’s just a
bit… different. It’s the same when you score a goal. There isn’t that rush. 
“I think if I went on a rollercoaster these days, I’d just be sitting there bored, waiting for it to
finish! It’s a very strange feeling.” 
Sadly, he won’t be back for long. Wyke may have won the battle, but acknowledges that the war is
lost. He can barely train, suffers constant swelling and can’t even manage half an hour of
competitive action. 
“I’ll never be able to start a game again,” he admits. “If you ask anyone who has been to the last
few games, I can’t even warm up properly. 
“Coming on for five or ten minutes is just about alright. I could do 25 at a push. But if I did that my
knee and ankle would swell up massive and I wouldn’t be able to train for the rest of the week. 
“So yeah, it goes without saying that my days are numbered. I’ll probably go until the end of the
season, then that will be me. 
“It’s not ideal. Nobody wants to retire, especially at 33. But as the surgeon said, you have to look at
the bigger picture. 
“My son Albie is six and he’s mad into football. I’ve already missed a good 14 months of taking him
to training, playing with him in the garden, all that sort of stuff. I don’t want to be a 40-year-old dad
who can’t run around and can’t play with my kids.
“Practically, as well, who is going to touch me? The gaffer here has been great, really understanding
and supportive. But nobody is going to sign a player who can only play for ten minutes, especially
with all the problems I’ve had.”
So, a sad end to a promising career, but making that sacrifice for the sake of his son serves as a
reminder to us all of the important things in life. 





PLAYER STATS



ISTHMIAN 
LEAGUE TABLE



ISTHMIAN SOUTH CENTRAL

Tomorrow: (3PM)
AFC Portchester v Egham Town

Harrow Borough v Littlehampton Town
Hartley Wintney v Horndean

Hendon v Metropolitan Police
Kingstonian v Bognor Regis Town

Leatherhead v Hayes & Yeading United
Moneyfields v Fareham Town
South Park v Bedfont Sports

Westfield v Ascot Unitec







Ever thought of volunteering to 
help your local football club?

There aremanydifferentvolunteer roles innon-league football
and Isthmian League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In’s online Volunteer Hub

is the place where you can find opportunities and contact your
local football club.

 

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk

to find out more





TODAY'S 
SQUADS

REFEREE
MUDIWA MANYANGE

ASSISTANT
ADRIANA BUCUR

ASSITSTANT
IVAN YORDANOV

Tyla DICKINSON
Adam WITHERS
Marco CORREIA
Josh CASEY
Guy ANSAH-PALMER
George WELLS
Ben GERAGHTY
Liam FERDINAND
Kensley MALONEY
Sam MERSON
Ben MULLEY
Brandon CURTIS
Guy HOLLIS
Sam MEAD
Jack TIMBERLAKE
Marco HAIGH
Connor BARRETT
Joe ADOO-PETERS
Abdullah SELLOUM
Seb KARCZEWSKI
Chidi LINHART
Abdullah JAVAID

CJ FUBLER
Nkenge DURHAM
Ryley CAMPBELL

Kyle DANIEL SPRAY
Harvey GRIFFITHS

Levi HEHOLT
Reese JONES JR

Dan LEWIS
Josh McMENEMY

Harry PASHLEY
Josh SANDY

Toby THOMPSON
Aaron WHITE

Natty BOAKYE
Monty BRADY

Ajani GISCOMBE
Nathan JONES

Owen SMITH
Matt TWEED

Lamin CEESAY
Kickie DZIMBA

Amari FASHANU
Qu’ran RAYNOR

Daqaio STEWART
Tommy WHITBY


