


CLUB INFORMATION
Binfield FC is a FC Charter Standard Community Club committed

to providing football for all ages, male and female players.
Starting at Soccer School and on to our Senior Team who play in

the Isthmian League South Central Division. The club runs over 36
teams and is a great place to enjoy your football.
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Chairman: Andy Cotton - chairman@binfieldfc.com
Club Secretary: Kieran Wickham - clubsecretary@binfieldfc.com
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Safety and Welfare Officer: Craig Gilbert - craig.gilbert@binfieldfc.com
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Officer: Simon Andrews - Simon.Andrews@skanska.co.uk 
Clubhouse Manager: Angela Knightley - angela.knightley@binfieldfc.com

In accordance with the Football Association Rule 2.13 Publication of Ownership in
relation to Step 1 to Step 6 Clubs in the Football Pyramid, we hereby confirm that the

legal status of Binfield Football Club as an Unincorporate Association (Members Club).

Vat Registration: 25825964 
Registered Office: 4 Symondson Mews, Binfield, Berkshire, RG42 5TE
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WELCOME TO BINFIELD FC
From Our Chairman,

Andy Cotton
A very warm welcome to everyone for today’s PitchIn In 
Isthmian South Central Division 1 game versus Hendon FC.  

An unusual home fixture for the Moles here at the home 
of Ashford Town, who have been so kind to lets us hire their ground and facilities to
ensure we could get the game on.  The weather continues to play havoc across the whole
of non league these past couple of months and I hope as many of our volunteers and
supporters have been able to attend this game.

Our last league Home (away) game versus Hayes & Yeading was a pleasure to watch for the
neutrals amongst us. Both teams played with positive purpose and there was some real
quality on display, from both teams.  The Moles won the game 3-2 in the end with a
majestic winner from our talented Natty who happened to read the play quicker than
anyone has he latched onto the “pass of the season” from Amari.  Sublime skill from
both players - it was another goal that we will remember for a while.  A fitting end to a
great game and the win secured our place near the top of the leagues form guide.  

Whilst we have still some 18 games to play this campaign, one could argue that today is
the first in a host of “6 pointer” games coming up for the Moles.  Hendon and the Moles
(19th) are separated by 7 points with the our opponents sitting in 14th place in the league.
With 5 games in hand over Hendon, the Moles come in today with an opportunity to close
the gap and continue building momentum.  We are always pleased to see the Hendon
Manager Ben Bukowski, Ben is a fabulous young manager who is highly respected here at
Binfield.  Ben has already secured 3 points against us this season and we hope that he
doesn’t conjure up more points against us today.  Whatever the result, we are always
pleased to see him!!!!! Welcome but please go easy on us Ben :-)



Our Management Team have worked tirelessly all season to put a very talented young side
together. Not content with their incredible work, the team have been busy looking at
additional talent in order to bolster our already impressive squad. I’m hoping that we will
see a couple of new faces today and of course wish the new players a very warm welcome
from me and everyone at the club. 

Our impressive run in the league suffered a temporary hiccup last week when we lost 3-1
to promotion chasing Westfield on a very damp and soggy pitch. With a couple of lads
carrying knocks, the team who had worked so hard in the Ramsgate game a few days
prior, were unable to convert enough chances at key moments. Make no mistake about it,
Westfield are a good side and deserved the win on the day. We just weren’t at our best for
once, albeit we were as usual, hugely competitive.

Finally, I’d like to offer a warm welcome to the Hendon FC supporters, players and
officials. We are disappointed that we can’t play the game at our wonderful home ground
and afford you the infamous Binfield welcome. We are always given a fabulous welcome
at Silver Jubilee Park and we look forward to catching up with some great people today. 

Let’s hope it’s another good game and a great advert for the Isthmian league. 

Have a safe journey home everyone.

Cmon you Moles

Andy Cotton
Binfield FC Chairman



Binfield FC first played in 1892, during the reign of Queen Victoria, making us one of the oldest
Association Football clubs in the world! The team comprised young men from the local brickworks
and those who worked on the land around Binfield. The club’s early years were spent in the Ascot and
District League, where we enjoyed many successful seasons winning the Fielden Cup for the first time
in 1924 and on eleven further occasions since.
During the 2nd World War, we joined the Great Western Combination League, winning the
championship in 1947. During that period we also won the Berks and Bucks Junior Cup and the
Maidenhead Norfolkian Cup and it was not unusual to see crowds in excess of 1,000 at our Forest
Road ground.
In 1950 we joined the Reading and District League, where we remained for the next forty years. In
1972 Binfield won promotion to the Premier Division for the first time and although relegated two
years later we returned in 1976 as 1st Division Champions. A huge crowd, reminiscent of the 1940’s,
packed Forest Road to witness our promotion. In 1980, the club made an important decision to move
from Forest Road, where facilities were shared with the cricket club, to our current site in Hill Farm
Lane. Turning that field into the football ground we see today was a massive task. Thanks to an
enormous amount of physical work by the members of the club the area was levelled and drained
within three years. The members then set about building the club house. This progress off the field
was matched on it when in 1987 and 1988 we won Division 2 and then Division 1 of the Reading and
District League. In 1989, we joined the high-profile Charrington Chiltonian League, winning the
Division 1 title at the first attempt – a feat we repeated in 1996 – and reaching the final of the League
Cup. The following year we finished runners-up to Peppard, despite remaining unbeaten from
November until the end of the campaign.
In 2001 we merged with Binfield’s junior club, Binfield Forest FC, and in doing so significantly
increased the member-ship, with over 20 teams playing every weekend – this season we will field 36
teams each week. The junior part of the club is very important to Binfield with FA Charter status
having been achieved in 2007 and in 2013 we were awarded the Berks & Bucks FA and South East
Regional FA Charter Status Community Club of the Year awards, culminating in the club being invited
to the FA Community Shield at Wembley in August 2013.
Since 2005, progress at the club has been swift, with the addition of floodlights and later a seated
stand. The club is tirelessly working to improve our facilities with our “continuous improvement”
plan making further change to the car park, to the club house and a new stand around our Tea Bar.
We constantly strive to improve all elements of the facilities from changing rooms to a playing
surface we are extremely proud of, to benefit everyone from our Under 6s up to our 1st Team. We won
the FTL Hellenic League Division 1 East title in 2008-09 and gained promotion to the next level of
English football, where we finished runners up in the 2010/11 Uhlsport Hellenic Premier Division, 3rd
in 2012/13 and 5th in 2014.

BINFIELD FC HISTORY



August 15th 2009 will long be remembered as Binfield’s first game in the legendary FA Cup – and we
have enjoyed some good runs reaching the 1st Qualifying round in each of the last two seasons with
400 supporters enjoying the visit of Margate in 2010 and a trip to Slough Town and narrow defeat in
2011. In 2013 the side reached the 2nd Qualifying round, losing to a 96th minute free kick as
Leatherhead came from behind. Binfield entered the FA Vase for the first time in season 2008-09 and
enjoyed three rounds, before reaching the 4th round (last 32) in 2011/12 in an incredible season of
cup success. The 2011/12 team is the most successful in our history, winning both the Berks & Bucks
FA Senior Trophy and the AM Print & Copy Floodlit Cup in five glorious April 2012 days. We also reached
the final of the Hellenic Challenge Cup.

In the two Covid disrupted seasons, the first team were sitting in second place in the Hellenic
Premier. Positions when used to calculate points per game resulted in promotion to the Isthmian
League South Centre, our 1st season ever at Step 4. However the 2020/21 season will, of course, be
remembered for our amazing run in the Buildbase FA Vase when playing every game behind closed
doors bar one and all away from home we reached the Final at Wembley where we came up against a
very good Warrington Rylands side and narrowly lost 3-2.

In 2021/22 season in the Isthmian South Central, the team finished 8th after a good start.
Disappointing FA Cup but a very good run in the Trophy. Winning at North Leigh, Herne Bay before a
home win vs Chippenham and finally bowing out against Truro, missing a last minute penalty. In the
2022/23 season, the team finished 6th in the Isthmian South Central – our highest ever league
position. In the FA Cup, we reached the 3q round, again our best ever performance, losing 5-3 away to
Beckenham Town. In the FA Trophy, we lost in the 1st round proper away to Tavistock.

The 2023/24 will always be remembered as the season of the Great Escape. At Christmas, the team
had no wins in the league, only 4 points and were rooted to the bottom of the table. Their only win
was a 2-0 victory over Wokingham in the FA Cup. They were knocked out of the FA Cup after a replay
at Northwood. There was poor performances in the FA Trophy and Velocity Cups with 7-1 and 6-0
defeats respectively. A management change just before Christmas with Ross Weatherstone taking
charge. In his time in charge, Ross managed to guide the team to their first win against Met Police
FC. The team finished with 8 wins and managed to finish 4 points and one position above the
relegation zone.

2024/25 was the year of the cup run and giant killings. In the Velocity Cup, the Moles were on the
road for every game and made it through to the semi-final beating Premier Division sides Dulwich
Hamlet and Hasting United before losing to a strong Billericay Town. In the Berks and Bucks Senior
Cup, they defeated National League side Maidenhead United before losing in the quarter finals to
Flackwell Heath. In the league, the Moles improved slightly from last season finishing one position
higher and with nine more points.



Good afternoon, 

Today we play a home fixture away from Hill Farm Lane AGAIN, which isn’t ideal but it’s
important we continue to play games through this very rainy period we are having. A big
thank you to Ashford Town FC for letting us use their pitch to make this happen.

Today we host Hendon FC, everyone at the club would like to extend a warm welcome to
everyone attending this Binfield FC fixture. I'd like to wish the Hendon management team,
their players, all their officials and fans a pleasant stay with us and a safe journey home
after the game.

Today's fixture against Hendon presents a tough challenge, as they are a team fighting hard
to push hard up the table. We are expecting a very tough game! One I know all the players &
management team are ready for.

Following my last program notes, we played Hayes at home but at Hanworth Villa, where we
won 3-2, we then lost 2 away fixtures. Ramsgate away in the Leaguie Cup QF 5-0 and last
Saturday away to Westfield 3-1.

Hayes was probably one of the performances of the season! The attitude and application of
the players was first class. To go toe to toe with a team that were National League less than
5 years ago, with a solid budget, shows our team has nothing to fear in this division. We
went ahead 3 times in the game and came away 3-2 winners, with goals from Owen, Kickie
and Natty.

Our Cup Quarter Final saw us take a 3 hour bus journey to Ramsgate, where we had nearly
800 fans watching us. For us to win this game, we needed to be 100% on our game and for
Ramsgate to be a few levels off it. We started ok but if I am being honest, we were totally
outclassed by a quality team. I am proud of how every player represented the club in this
cup competition this year.

THE VIEW 
FROM THE DUGOUT



Last Saturday we travelled to high flying Westfield FC, the Pitch passed a late pitch
inspection. We lost the game 3-1 in what can only be described as tough conditions & tough
opposition, which I know this group could have managed better today. Our levels &
execution weren’t quite where they have been, we still caused Westfield lots of problems
but didn’t capitalise on our good work. Amari converted the penalty.

I'd like to congratulate Kyle for winning player of the month for January, sometimes it's
hard to impress from Left Back but I think its fair to say, Kyle has kicked on through
consistency in his performances during our toughest run of games in the season. Keep up
the good work Kyle. Moment of the moth goes to Natty for the winner against Hayes, Amari
should take credit for the assist but what a finish at a key moment in the game! A top
finish, topped off an outstanding performance on the night. Congratulations Natty.

A huge shout out to everyone at the club for our Hat-Trick award for performance of the
month in our League, for our win against Leatherhead 5-4. The award must be credited to
everyone at the club that supports us to perform to this level! Many are not seen in the
exec team & volunteers but as a team we see you and are grateful for everything you do.
The Management team put in a huge amount of work week in week out, so this is for them.
The players must take huge credit, they are showing everyone how talented they are where
they put their talent to work. I can't miss out everyone who continues to support the team,
this performance was for all of you that support the moles through thick and thin, thank
you, let's hope we have a load more performances like that between now and the end of the
season, starting today! I can assure you all, I will be making sure the team will be giving
everything to get a result and give you all a committed performance.

Enjoy the Game

Rosco Weatherstone
First Team Manager



THE BIG PREVIEW

BINFIELD VS HENDON

What a month January was for the Moles - 
especially the first half of it. In what looked
like a tricky set of fixtures on paper, it led to the Moles picking up the most league
points in a month this season. A derby day victory against Ascot was followed by the best
45 minutes of the season as they fought back from 3-0 down to win 5-4 against league
leaders Leatherhead - earning them the league Performance of the Month for January.
But the Moles weren’t done there; after being pegged back twice against Hayes &
Yeading, Natty Boakye sealed another three points to make it three wins on the bounce.
The month didn’t end how they wanted to as they were beat at Ramsgate in the Quarter
Final of the Velocity Cup and despite holding their own against high-flying Westfield -
their unbeaten run in the league came to an end. No doubt though a very successful
month for the Moles and they have some momentum going into the rest of the season.

Good afternoon and welcome to the Robert
Parker Stadium. Given the recent weather, it
is a home away from home tonight for the
Moles and a big thank you to everyone at
Ashford Town FC for helping get this fixture
played. It was a tight-tussle between the
two sides in the reverse fixture with Hendon
coming out the winners in a 3-2 victory -
let’s hope for just as much entertainment
this afternoon.

Our visitors this afternoon are one of only a few sides to have played every week in
January. They’ve had mixed results since the start of the calendar year - a good points
at Hanworth Villa was followed by an incredible 4-4 draw at home to Raynes Park Vale.
They responded to a defeat against AFC Portchester with an important 1-0 victory at
Bognor Regis. A heavy defeat at home to Kingstonian last Saturday means they will be
looking to respond this afternoon with Sam Shaban scoring three goals in his last three
matches.



LAST TIME OUT

BINFIELD 3-2 HAYES & YEADING UTD

The Moles’ momentum continues with another dramatic victory
Natty Boakye’s winner in the last 10 minutes sees the Moles battle from being pegged
back twice to earn three points against Hayes & Yeading.

It was a rapid start for the Moles as they found an immediate breakthrough. Lamin Ceesay found
some space on the right-hand side. He pulled the ball back to Owen Smith who swept the ball into
the far corner to continue his great start in his Binfield career.

That lead lasted just four minutes as Liam Prior-Tack levelled the game after latching onto a
loose ball from a corner.

But just over 10 minutes later, the Moles were ahead again. A great team press led by Kickie
Dzimba and Amari Fashanu ended up with Dzimba curling in a composed finish into the far corner
for his second league goal in as many games.

But in an incredible 20 minutes, the game was level again three minutes later as Prior-Tack
grabbed his second of the game with a strike from the edge of the area.

The game settled down with few clear cut
 chances for either side before Boakye’s 
winner in the 80  minute. A brilliant, th

instinctive flick by Fashanu allowed 
Boayke to break through the Hayes & 
Yeading defence and his powerful effort 
smashed into the back of the net to give 
the Moles three league victories on the 
spin.



MATCH PHOTOS
By Daisy Spiers

@bellisphotography_
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INTRODUCING OUR VISITORS
HENDON FC

Hendon FC, who begin a new era in Step 4 of the Non-league Pyramid, are now into their 16th season
under the ownership of their supporters, following their takeover of the club in the summer of 2010.
Cyrus Cooper, who took over from Simon Lawrence in 2023, is the Club Chairman.
Hendon has an illustrious and proud history. The club was formed in 1908, beginning its existence as
Christ Church Hampstead. In their inaugural season, the club finished as champions of the Finchley &
District League Third Division. There was regular success in the early years, but not before the first of
four name changes. 
Ahead of the 1909–10 season, the club became Hampstead Town, and immediately won the Finchley &
District League Second Division title, and the First Division title followed a year later. Further successes
followed as the club gained senior status in 1912 (entering the FA and county cups for the first time) and
competing in both the London and Middlesex Leagues. On the back of this, the club was elected into the
Athenian League in 1914, one of the best competitions in amateur football, this just six years into the
club’s existence. 
Hampstead Town had played only two matches in 1914–15 (both away draws) when season was
abandoned because of the outbreak of war. In their eventual debut season, 1919–20, the club finished a
highly creditable fourth. The club finished runners-up in 1929, 1933, 1948, 1949 and 1952, before
eventually winning the title in 1953. Further titles followed in 1956 and 1961. 
The second renaming of the club came in 1926, when the suffix Town was dropped, and the club was
simply called Hampstead. Seven years later the club became Golders Green and the final change came
in 1946 when the club took the name Hendon. 
There had been another Hendon club – it reached the quarter-finals of the FA Cup in 1883 – and, in 1932,
Hendon and Hampstead met in two friendlies, the second of which was to raise funds for the former
club. Sadly, Hendon – which appeared to add and drop the Town suffix in their dying years – ceased to
exist a couple of years later, but their continued existence meant Hampstead had been unable to take
the name in 1933. It was as Golders Green that the club made its first appearance in the FA Cup
competition proper, losing in the first round to Southend United in 1933–34. 
In 1963, after more than half a dozen rejections in the previous 50 years, the club was accepted into the
Isthmian League and the Greens were members for 55 seasons, always competing in the top division.
Success continued as they finished runners-up in their first season, followed by the first of two league
titles a year later. Hendon were again champions in 1973, adding to their runners-up achievements in
1966, 1974 and 2015. Indeed, in their first 11 seasons in the Isthmian League, Hendon never finished
lower than sixth. Since then, the club has had both good and bad seasons in the League, the low point
coming in 2025, when the Greens were relegated. 



During the amateur era, the club reached the final of the FA Amateur Cup on five occasions, winning in 1960
(against Kingstonian), 1965 (against Whitley Bay) and 1972 (against Enfield) but losing in 1955 (against Bishop
Auckland) and 1966 (against Wealdstone). 
The club throughout its history has enjoyed FA Cup success. As well as 21 appearances in the first round
(most recently at Aldershot Town in 2012), there have been six appearances in the second round (latterly in
1999–2000 at Blackpool) and one in the third round in January 1974 which saw the Greens draw 1–1 at
Newcastle United before losing the replay 4–0 at Watford FC’s Vicarage Road. 
The club has also enjoyed much glory in county cups, winning the Middlesex Senior Cup no less than 16 times
out of 28 final appearances, as well as winning the Middlesex Charity Cup 14 times (two of which, in 1945 and
1988, were at Wembley Stadium). The London Senior Cup has been won on six occasions, with a further 10
appearances in the final, including a 2–1 defeat in April 2024. The 16 London finals is the competition record.
Hampstead moved into its Claremont Road ground in 1926, the first game being an FA Cup tie against
Berkhamsted Town on 18 September, which Hendon won 4–3. The final match was played 82 years later,
almost to the day, on 20 September 2008, when local rivals Wealdstone won 4–1 (Hendon’s last goal at
Claremont Road came from defender/midfielder Dave Diedhiou, who is now the player-coach having racked
up 61 goals in 502 appearances). 
After leaving Claremont Road, Hendon spent four years ground-sharing with Wembley FC and, from 2013, a
three-season arrangement with Harrow Borough FC at Earlsmead. In February 2014, plans to return close to
the London Borough of Barnet at the old Kingsbury Town FC ground, Silver Jubilee Park (the borough boundary
is around 20 metres behind the clubhouse) were announced. 
Hendon moved into Silver Jubilee Park in 2016, sharing with Edgware Town & Kingbsury, but it took until
January 2017 for a first home League win to be achieved. A last-day draw, completing a run of 22 points from
10 games, saw the club avoid relegation. The 2017–18 season was nearly glorious. Led by the prolific 92-goal
attack of Niko Muir (40 goals – he returned to the club in 2023), Zak Joseph (18), Ashley Nathaniel-George (17)
and Josh Walker (17), Hendon roared to third place in the Isthmian League – a second top-three finish in four
seasons – and reached the playoff final. Sadly, it was not to be as Dulwich Hamlet won a penalty shoot-out. 
A new era dawned in summer 2018 as The Football Association announced that Hendon would be playing in
the Southern League Premier Division South, the Greens’ first League change since 1963. An even bigger
change came as manager Gary McCann, his coaching staff and every senior player moved on to pastures new. 
A new, much-improved pitch was laid in 2022, while there have been regular improvements to the clubhouse
and spectator facilities. In May 2024, the Greens got the news from the Football Association they were
craving, that they were being reassigned to the Isthmian League for the 2024–25 season. Just before
Christmas, boss Lee Allinson decided accepted the challenge of managing at a higher level led to almost all
the squad and his staff moving to pastures new, four players following the manager. In charge at Silver
Jubilee Park now is Ben Bukowski, a coach when Gary McCann was Hendon manager, who switched from
Harrow Borough in February 2025.
It had a disastrous effect on the team, which needed to be almost completely rebuilt, and a winless run of
more than 20 games saw the Greens drop from the edge of the Premier Division playoffs to the relegation
zone. Two wins near the end of season meant Hendon did not finish with their worst points record – set two
seasons earlier – but their 39 points left them five from safety. It means that in 2025–26 Hendon will play in
the Pitching In Isthmian League South Central Division.



-

JANUARY AWARDS
Binfield were our Performance of
the Month winners for December-
and the Moles get our January
prize, too, after winning an
incredible match against our South
Central leaders, Leatherhead. 
 
The Tanners went ahead just before
the half hour, Jacob Breckon with
the opening goal. Nathan Hogan’s
nineteenth of the season soon
made it two, and by the break it
was three, Anas Igozouln surely
securing victory? Not on your Nelly!

The Moles weren’t prepared to lie down, and seven minutes into the second half
Nathaniel Boakye got a goal back- and then on sixty four minutes Amari Fashanu
brought it back to three-two. The unthinkable became real on sixty nine minutes as
Kickie Dzimba made it three-three, and two minutes after that Fashanu made it
four-three to the visitors! Binfield still weren’t finished, Boakye scoring from the
spot to make it five-three seven minutes from time, and although the hosts pulled
it back to four-five in added time, George Hedley the scorer, that was as good as it
was to get for the leaders.

Many congratulations to all at Binfield, who pick up a twelve month hat trick, as
they also picked up this award in January last year. 



Player of the Month:
Congratulations to Kyle Daniel-Spray
who picks up the award for January.
Kyle started all games games in what
was a very successful month for the
Moles playing a pivotal role at left-
back. Kyle just pips Natty Boakye award
after a success month too for the
forward

Moment of the Month:
After narrowly missing out on the
player award, Natty could’ve had a
Moment of the Month shortlist all on
his own. His penalty against
Leatherhead ultimately proved to be the
winner but it was his powerful effort
against Hayes & Yeading has picked up
the Jnauary award. In a team
performance that was described as the
‘Performance of the Season so far’,
Natty’s strike with 10 minutes to go
sealed the three points for the Moles



YOUNG MOLES WATCH
Binfield U23 Development:



Binfield U18 Allieds:



Moneyfields and K’s top score with four, Westfield and Met win with three, and
Portchester go fifth
 
With the top two seeing their matches postponed, third place Moneyfields, with one defeat
from ten, had the chance to climb a place and to close to within two points of the summit
as tenth place Harrow Borough arrived in Portsmouth. They had a positive start, and went
ahead on twelve minutes, Lewis Rustell opening the scoring, but Borough drew level nine
minutes before half time, Yoan Edoukou with the goal. The next goal arrived just before the
break, and it sent the hosts into half time ahead, Rustell once again finding the back of the
Borough net. Rustell completed his hat trick from the spot six minutes into the second half,
and there was a fourth for the hosts twelve minutes from time, Tom Jeffes with that one.
Borough brought it back to four-two two minutes before time, Harry Nevins with that one,
but that was as good as it got for the visitors. The Moneys climb to second- and complete a
Borough double.
  
AFC Portchester, with only one defeat from ten and thirteen points from fifteen, knew that
they might be able to climb into the top five if they could win at South Park Reigate- but
the Sparks were particularly solid on their own patch. That solidity departed twenty minutes
from time, Lee Worth putting the Royals ahead, and Connor Duffin made sure with a second
five minutes from time. Portchester climb into the top five as a result. 
 
Bognor Regis Town travelled to Ascot United, sixteenth versus twelfth, Bognor with four
defeats from five, the Yellas five defeats- and indeed only one point- from six. Given those
stats this one looked rather crucial for both sides, and it was the Yellas who made the
breakthrough on twenty seven minutes, Sean Fraser the scorer. The hosts had another goal
to celebrate just after the half hour, Baback Dehghani making it two, but the Rocks hit back
just before the break, new arrival Jake Lawrence pulling a goal back. Fifteen minutes from
time it was two-two, Callum Laycock with the equaliser, and that’s how it ended. 
 



Littlehampton Town, who were four unbeaten but had drawn three in a row, travelled to take
on a Met Police side who had taken four points from their last two matches to move four
points clear of danger. The Imber Court faithful will have had more delight when Jethro
Odumosu put their side ahead on fifteen minutes, and soon saw their joy quota increased
as Mason Galloway added another. On the hour Josh Short got a goal back for the visitors,
but the points were secured two minutes from time when Daniel Pepple made it three-one.
Met climb to fourteenth. 

Third bottom Kingstonian, four points from safety, were on the road to Hendon. The Greens
were in fairly inconsistent form but had only one defeat from four (although they’d only
one win, too), whilst the K’s had one win from ten and really needed to begin finding their
feet. The opening goal arrived three minutes into the second half, and it went to
Kingstonian, Rocky Williams with it, and they got the second eighteen minutes from time,
Charlie Bland doubling the lead. Five minutes later Sean O’Brien made it three, and within
two minutes to was four, Williams once more, as the K’s closed the gap on safety to two
points. 
 
Bottom side Fareham Town, without a League win since August, are at ‘home’ to fifth
bottom Southall, The All only outside the bottom four on goal difference. The match kicks
off at 5.30 PM as it is being played at Gosport Borough FC, so we don’t yet have a result- it
was goalless as we went to press. 



My Matt Badcock

NON-LEAGUE football is the pillar of our communities and the true heartbeat of the game – there
really is so much to be proud of.
But, whether we like it or not, it is also a giant mirror of our society and one that acts with anger and
little fear of consequence.
Football brings out the best of us and we shouldn’t forget that. The hours and hours of dedication
people put in, more of than the not unpaid, simply for their love of their club or just the game itself.
But, here we are in 2026 and the same old problems continues to plague us. Racism, sadly, is still
very much alive and kicking.
Over the years, The NLP have reported on countless stories of discriminatory abuse levelled at
players, officials and fellow supporters.
And once again last week, we followed up a statement issued by a club in support of one of their
own.
It came after Jermaine Francis posted a screenshot on X of the racist abuse he was sent on
Snapchat after joining Sutton United.
The 23-year-old winger, who made the switch from Hartlepool United, said it was the second
message he’d had received.
“We regret to report that we have been made aware of racist abuse directed towards Jermaine
Francis on social media,” Sutton said.
“Following the completion of his transfer from Hartlepool United to Sutton United yesterday
afternoon, Jermaine received a message on his Snapchat account that included racial abuse.
“As a club we condemn racism and discrimination in all forms, in the strongest possible manner.
This behaviour has no place in football, or in society, and we are angered that Jermaine has been
subjected to such disgusting abuse.
“We can’t wait to welcome Jermaine to the VBS Community Stadium and we know our superb
supporters will be fully behind him, as well as the whole team, as they have been throughout the
season.
“We stand with Jermaine and all victims of online discriminatory abuse.



Kick It Out campaigns to make sure football is always welcoming – to everyone – and are here to put
an end to every form of discrimination; something which we reiterate. There is no place for racism
in football – or anywhere.”
At the same time, we were also contacted by a Hereford supporter who was left shaken by a chant
from his fellow supporters when they took on Merthyr Town in National League North recently.
Karan Rai has supported the Bulls for 21 years, chairs the London Bulls Supporters’ Club and, after
agonising over whether to do so, penned a must-read open letter on Substack of how he felt that
December afternoon and the impact it had.
“As an Asian Hereford fan, and as a proud Punjabi Sikh, I could not believe that after 21 years of
following the club I love,” he said.
“I witnessed a group of Hereford supporters singing “I’d rather be a P*ki than a Taff” loudly and
repeatedly before kick-off at the Merthyr game, behind the goal,” he wrote. “A game I was really
looking forward to with my friends was totally ruined in seconds.
“Let me tell you, having a load of people sing that chant behind you when you’re one of very few
ethnic minorities in the ground is not a nice experience.
“What made it even more baffling and painful was recognising people I know among those singing
it. Some of the same people who, only months earlier against Worksop, would have held up a “Give
Racism the Red Card” placard. How do you make sense of that one?”
Making sense of it feels impossible. There has never been a time with less of an excuse for not
understanding the power of words. Hereford should be applauded for their statement on the matter,
which is now a police investigation.
Rai wants his story to become a positive too.
“It has been met with an outpouring of support and I ultimately want the letter to be an educational
tool for good,” he said. “I want to turn this situation into a positive and for some good to come out
of it. I want this letter to encourage people to stand up to racism in football and to stop it’s
normalisation and to call it out. I want people to feel encouraged that they can step forward too.”
It's that attitude that should empower us all to rid society of this disease in 2026 and beyond.





PLAYER STATS



ISTHMIAN 
LEAGUE TABLE



ISTHMIAN SOUTH CENTRAL

Tomorrow: (3PM)
AFC Portchester v Hayes & Yeading United

Bedfont Sports v Moneyfields
Bognor Regis Town v Hanworth Villa
Egham Town v Metropolitan Police

Harrow Borough v Ascot United
Hartley Wintney v South Park

Horndean v Leatherhead
Kingstonian v Fareham Town (6:30pm)

Littlehampton v Raynes Park Vale
Southall v Westfield







Ever thought of volunteering to 
help your local football club?

There aremanydifferentvolunteer roles innon-league football
and Isthmian League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In’s online Volunteer Hub

is the place where you can find opportunities and contact your
local football club.

 

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk

to find out more





TODAY'S 
SQUADS

REFEREE
LLOYD KETTLETY

ASSISTANT
GARETH DAVIS

ASSITSTANT
JAMES BIDDLECOMBE

Florian ADA
Tobi ADAJE
David ADERIBIGBE
Harry BRANT
George BUTLER
Keagan COLE
Dave DIEDHIOU
Brad DIXON-SMITH
Jaydn DUNDAS
Victor FERRINI
Benji GAMBRAH
Rohdell GORDON
Jordan UMANA-GREY
Zak JOSEPH
Stephan LANGLEY
Shaun LUCIEN
Javon MARQUIS
Niko MUIR
Kyron RICHARDS
Paulie SCHUSTER
Sam SHABAN
J’ardell STIRLING
Josh STRIZOVIC

CJ FUBLER
Nkenge DURHAM
Ryley CAMPBELL

Kyle DANIEL SPRAY
Harvey GRIFFITHS

Levi HEHOLT
Reese JONES JR

Dan LEWIS
Josh McMENEMY

Harry PASHLEY
Josh SANDY

Toby THOMPSON
Aaron WHITE

Natty BOAKYE
Monty BRADY

Ajani GISCOMBE
Nathan JONES

Owen SMITH
Matt TWEED

Lamin CEESAY
Kickie DZIMBA

Amari FASHANU
Qu’ran RAYNOR

Daqaio STEWART
Tommy WHITBY


