


CLUB INFORMATION
Binfield FC is a FC Charter Standard Community Club committed

to providing football for all ages, male and female players.
Starting at Soccer School and on to our Senior Team who play in

the Isthmian League South Central Division. The club runs over 36
teams and is a great place to enjoy your football.
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Vat Registration: 25825964 
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WELCOME TO BINFIELD FC
From Our Chairman,

Andy Cotton
A very warm welcome to everyone for this 
evenings PitchIn In Isthmian South Central 
Division 1 game versus our opponents Hayes & 
Yeading Football Club.  

An unusual home fixture for the Moles here at the home of Hanworth Villa, who have been
so kind to lets us hire their awesome ground and facilities tonight to ensure we could get
the game on.  The weather has played havoc across the whole of non league these past
couple of months and I hope as many of our volunteers and supporters have been able to
attend this game.  Special thanks to James & Sarah for allowing us to play today and to
Tracey for sorting out the admin - you really are a credit to the game and we can’t thank
you enough.

Our young Moles team comes into tonight’s game on the back of a number of impressive
performances that see us sit tantalisingly close to the top of the League’s Form guide.
Albeit, that whilst we still sit in the relegation zone, our games in hand over the teams in
and around us makes us even more determined than ever to start climbing back up the
table. 

Talking of impressive performances of late, there’s none more so than last weekends away
game at table topping Leatherhead FC, where the Moles pulled off a sensational comeback
having been 3 nil down at half time to come out in the 2nd half and record a 5-4 win.  For
all of the Moles faithful, last Saturday was no more that the team deserved as we have
been consistently outplaying sides and not always getting the rub of the green.  With half
the season still left to play for, and an exciting Isthmian League Cup quarter final coming
up against a much fancied Ramsgate side on Tuesday, the Moles have an awful lot to look
forward to as we try agin to make club history.



Our Management Team have worked tirelessly all season to put a very talented young side
together. The team looks terrifically well balanced at the moment and our bench is strong
in all areas. Fabulous work guys, we look forward to sharing more great memories
through to the season end.

Our opponents this evening gave us a bit of a spanking earlier on in the season on a day
that left us scratching our heads as we were firmly in the fixture for 60 minutes. With
Jamie recently coming into the fold as the new Manager at H&Y, we know we will be in for
another tough encounter so we won’t be taken anything lightly this evening.
 
Finally, I’d like to wish Ejio Abbey all the very best for his future after signing a
professional contract with Peterborough United. A very talented youngster who came into
Binfield at the start of pre-season and made a great impact from the off. Our 3rd 1st Team
player to sign a professional contract in the past 2 seasons proving that Binfield FC is a
great option to play your football at, if you want the opportunities to showcase your
talents and move up the playing ladder. Great work again from our talented Manager and
Coaching team that continue to develop talent.

Let’s hope it’s another good game tonight. Have a safe journey home everyone.

Cmon you Moles

Andy Cotton
Binfield FC Chairman



Binfield FC first played in 1892, during the reign of Queen Victoria, making us one of the oldest
Association Football clubs in the world! The team comprised young men from the local brickworks
and those who worked on the land around Binfield. The club’s early years were spent in the Ascot and
District League, where we enjoyed many successful seasons winning the Fielden Cup for the first time
in 1924 and on eleven further occasions since.
During the 2nd World War, we joined the Great Western Combination League, winning the
championship in 1947. During that period we also won the Berks and Bucks Junior Cup and the
Maidenhead Norfolkian Cup and it was not unusual to see crowds in excess of 1,000 at our Forest
Road ground.
In 1950 we joined the Reading and District League, where we remained for the next forty years. In
1972 Binfield won promotion to the Premier Division for the first time and although relegated two
years later we returned in 1976 as 1st Division Champions. A huge crowd, reminiscent of the 1940’s,
packed Forest Road to witness our promotion. In 1980, the club made an important decision to move
from Forest Road, where facilities were shared with the cricket club, to our current site in Hill Farm
Lane. Turning that field into the football ground we see today was a massive task. Thanks to an
enormous amount of physical work by the members of the club the area was levelled and drained
within three years. The members then set about building the club house. This progress off the field
was matched on it when in 1987 and 1988 we won Division 2 and then Division 1 of the Reading and
District League. In 1989, we joined the high-profile Charrington Chiltonian League, winning the
Division 1 title at the first attempt – a feat we repeated in 1996 – and reaching the final of the League
Cup. The following year we finished runners-up to Peppard, despite remaining unbeaten from
November until the end of the campaign.
In 2001 we merged with Binfield’s junior club, Binfield Forest FC, and in doing so significantly
increased the member-ship, with over 20 teams playing every weekend – this season we will field 36
teams each week. The junior part of the club is very important to Binfield with FA Charter status
having been achieved in 2007 and in 2013 we were awarded the Berks & Bucks FA and South East
Regional FA Charter Status Community Club of the Year awards, culminating in the club being invited
to the FA Community Shield at Wembley in August 2013.
Since 2005, progress at the club has been swift, with the addition of floodlights and later a seated
stand. The club is tirelessly working to improve our facilities with our “continuous improvement”
plan making further change to the car park, to the club house and a new stand around our Tea Bar.
We constantly strive to improve all elements of the facilities from changing rooms to a playing
surface we are extremely proud of, to benefit everyone from our Under 6s up to our 1st Team. We won
the FTL Hellenic League Division 1 East title in 2008-09 and gained promotion to the next level of
English football, where we finished runners up in the 2010/11 Uhlsport Hellenic Premier Division, 3rd
in 2012/13 and 5th in 2014.

BINFIELD FC HISTORY



August 15th 2009 will long be remembered as Binfield’s first game in the legendary FA Cup – and we
have enjoyed some good runs reaching the 1st Qualifying round in each of the last two seasons with
400 supporters enjoying the visit of Margate in 2010 and a trip to Slough Town and narrow defeat in
2011. In 2013 the side reached the 2nd Qualifying round, losing to a 96th minute free kick as
Leatherhead came from behind. Binfield entered the FA Vase for the first time in season 2008-09 and
enjoyed three rounds, before reaching the 4th round (last 32) in 2011/12 in an incredible season of
cup success. The 2011/12 team is the most successful in our history, winning both the Berks & Bucks
FA Senior Trophy and the AM Print & Copy Floodlit Cup in five glorious April 2012 days. We also reached
the final of the Hellenic Challenge Cup.

In the two Covid disrupted seasons, the first team were sitting in second place in the Hellenic
Premier. Positions when used to calculate points per game resulted in promotion to the Isthmian
League South Centre, our 1st season ever at Step 4. However the 2020/21 season will, of course, be
remembered for our amazing run in the Buildbase FA Vase when playing every game behind closed
doors bar one and all away from home we reached the Final at Wembley where we came up against a
very good Warrington Rylands side and narrowly lost 3-2.

In 2021/22 season in the Isthmian South Central, the team finished 8th after a good start.
Disappointing FA Cup but a very good run in the Trophy. Winning at North Leigh, Herne Bay before a
home win vs Chippenham and finally bowing out against Truro, missing a last minute penalty. In the
2022/23 season, the team finished 6th in the Isthmian South Central – our highest ever league
position. In the FA Cup, we reached the 3q round, again our best ever performance, losing 5-3 away to
Beckenham Town. In the FA Trophy, we lost in the 1st round proper away to Tavistock.

The 2023/24 will always be remembered as the season of the Great Escape. At Christmas, the team
had no wins in the league, only 4 points and were rooted to the bottom of the table. Their only win
was a 2-0 victory over Wokingham in the FA Cup. They were knocked out of the FA Cup after a replay
at Northwood. There was poor performances in the FA Trophy and Velocity Cups with 7-1 and 6-0
defeats respectively. A management change just before Christmas with Ross Weatherstone taking
charge. In his time in charge, Ross managed to guide the team to their first win against Met Police
FC. The team finished with 8 wins and managed to finish 4 points and one position above the
relegation zone.

2024/25 was the year of the cup run and giant killings. In the Velocity Cup, the Moles were on the
road for every game and made it through to the semi-final beating Premier Division sides Dulwich
Hamlet and Hasting United before losing to a strong Billericay Town. In the Berks and Bucks Senior
Cup, they defeated National League side Maidenhead United before losing in the quarter finals to
Flackwell Heath. In the league, the Moles improved slightly from last season finishing one position
higher and with nine more points.



Good evening, 

Tonight we play a home fixture away from Hill Farm Lane, which isn’t ideal but it’s
important we continue to play games through this very rainy period we are having.
A big thank you to Hanworth Villa FC for letting us use their pitch to make this
happen.

Today we host Hayes & Yeading FC, everyone at the club would like to extend a warm
welcome to everyone attending this Binfield FC fixture. I'd like to wish the Hayes
management team, their players, all their officials and fans a pleasant stay with us
and a safe journey home after the game.

We seem to have a habit of facing teams bang in form! Tonight’s fixture presents
the same challenge! JT is a top guy & manager, since his arrival he has got his team
winning lots of matches, so we are expecting an entertaining, tough game! One I
know all the players & management team are ready for.

Following my last program notes, we played Ascot United FC at home where we won
3-1 and a tough away game against league leaders Leatherhead FC, where we came
back from 3-0 down to win 5-4!

Our local derby home game against Ascot United FC, as expected, saw an
entertaining game in tough conditions. The game itself saw us go in 2-1 at half time
with a goals from Lamin & Amari. In the second half Natty put the game out of sight
with his goal to make it 3-1. This was a solid team performance, where the team
executed the information & could have scored more on the night.

THE VIEW 
FROM THE DUGOUT



Last Saturday we traveled to League leaders, Leatherhead FC, as per statement
above, another team bang in form! The half time score line demonstrated that, with
us being 3-0 down! Although we were 3-0 down, we were still creating chances, so
an inspired half time team talk from Bully & I, saw the team start bright & going on
to score 5 goals in 35 minutes with goals from Natty x2, Amari x2 & Kickie. The
second half performance showed the exact character & belief I am trying to install
in the team. The mantra of we will score one more than you was in full show, an
area I hope this group can replicate.

January is definitely presenting a tough run of fixtures, it’s been a positive start to
the month but with Hayes, Ramsgate & Westfield to play, we know it’s going to be a
real test! A test I know the players are fully prepared and are chomping at the bit
with the opportunity to showcase themselves. Your support is always much
appreciated, I can assure you all, I will be making sure the team will be giving
everything to get a result today and through this period.

Enjoy the Game

Rosco
First Team Manager



THE BIG PREVIEW

BINFIELD VS HAYES & YEADING

In truth, I think we are all still getting over last weekend’s performance. Three-nil down
against the league leaders at half time, you’d be forgiven if the word “damage-
limitation” was used. But the Moles came charging out in the second half, scoring five
goals (including three in seven minutes) to complete a remarkable comeback. A hat-
trick of assists from Lamin Ceesay, braces from Natty Boakye and Amari Fashanu and a
return to league goals for the Moles from Kickie Dzimba capped off a remarkable
afternoon on the River Mole.

It all means the Moles are five games unbeaten in all competitions. It has seen them
climb to third in the form guide and have bridged the gap on the teams above them with
games in hand. They are a confident group and ahead of a huge Velocity Cup Quarter
Final next week, they be looking to continue that form this evening.

Good evening and welcome to Rectory
Meadow. A change of home venue for the
Moles this evening in an attempt to try and
get more games played - a big thanks for
Hanworth Villa for their help. We face Hayes
& Yeading in what should be a great game
to watch with two of the form teams taking
each other on.

Our visitors this evening come into the game sitting into the playoff positions. After
bringing in Jamie Tompkins as a new first-team manager, they went on a run of five
games unbeaten which saw them fly up the table. Brendan Matthew is back in
goalscoring form with three goals in their last three matches. That unbeaten run did
come to an end on Tuesday with a narrow one-nil defeat at Harrow Borough so they will
be looking to respond this evening.



LAST TIME OUT

LEATHERHEAD 4-5 BINFIELD

The Magnificent Moles send shockwaves to the league
Five second-half goals for the Moles saw them come from 3-0 down, to win 5-4 against
league leaders Leatherhead

With a tough trip on paper to travel to the league leaders, the Moles found themselves three-nil
down at half time as Jacob Breckon, Nathan Hogan and Anas Igozouln all getting themselves on
the scoresheet. Natty Boayke also went close in the first half for the Moles. They could definitely
count themselves unfortunate to in three goals down but individual errors meant an uphill task
for the second half.

The Moles did start the better team in the second half and pulled a goal back seven minutes in
when Lamin Ceesay pulled the ball back to Boakye who’s shot from the edge of the area found its
way through everyone and found the bottom corner.

The sparked an onslaught for the Moles who scored three goals in an incredible seven minute
period. Firstly, Ceesay was the provider again as he slid through a brilliant reverse pass to Amari
Fashanu who took the ball around the Leatherhead keeper and found the back of the net to reduce
the deficit to one.
Five minutes later, the Moles were level. Amari Fashanu found some space out on the left and put
in a great cross for Kickie Dzimba who headed in for his first league goal since his return to the
Moles.
And two minutes later, the comeback was complete. Ceesay again the provider, pulling the ball
back to Fashanu who fired it in to spark jubilant scenes.
Substitute Remy Coddington was the brought down in the area during a fast Moles break and
Boakye made no mistake from the spot to make it 5-3!

George Hedley pulled one back for the hosts in injury time but the Moles held on to complete an
incredibly special victory to make it five games unbeaten.



MATCH PHOTOS
By Shooting Stars Photography



MATCH PHOTOS By Daisy Spiers
@bellisphotography_
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INTRODUCING OUR VISITORS
HAYES & YEADING UNITED

Hayes & Yeading United Football Club was created in May 2007 when the two clubs respective Chairmen,
Derek Goodall and Philip Spurden agreed that the only way either club could continue, long term, at the
level they were playing would be to join forces as a single entity.

Hayes FC was founded in 1909, as Botwell Misson, when Eileen Shackle, the teenage daughter of a
wealthy land agent, encouraged the local youngsters to form a football team. The team was originally
known as Botwell Mission, after the mission church that was built in memory of her grandfather, and
that still stands today as part of the Hayes Library in Golden Crescent. Yeading FC was also founded with
youth in mind beginning their existence in 1960 as Yeading Youth Club, started by brothers Ray and Carl
Gritt.

By the time the two clubs were both in existence, Botwell Mission had changed its name to Hayes FC in
June 1929 where having progressed through the Great Western Suburban League and the Spartan League
they were then accepted into the Athenian League. In their first season at this level they reached the
final of the FA Amateur Cup. This was notable for the fact that the club had started at the 1st qualifying
round stage and had played all its nine matches away from home, travelling an estimated 1,500 miles to
places as diverse as Wisbech, Trowbridge, Stalybridge (where Northern Nomads played), and York for a
semi-final against Bishop Auckland. The final was lost to Wycombe Wanderers by one goal to nil. The
Athenian League was won for the only time in season 1956-57 on goal average over Finchley and the
semi-final of the Amateur Cup was reached, losing to Bishop Auckland before a crowd of 32,000 at St
James Park, Newcastle.

While the sixties were pretty lean for Hayes FC, the newly formed Yeading FC were starting to get noticed
at a junior level, having moved to Warren Park in 1965. As Uxbridge League Premier Division Runners up
in 1967 Yeading moved into the newly formed West Middlesex Combination Premier Division and having
notched a league and couple double that same season joined the South West Middlesex League. That
first season (1968/69) Yeading won the West Drayton Charity Cup, and more prestigiously the Middlesex
Junior Cup for the first time while also securing the Division One Title. Further promotion led to back-to-
back South West Middlesex Premier Division titles and in 1970/71 Yeading also won both the Middlesex
Junior and Intermediate Cups. During the 1970s they won the latter five times and the former twice. 

In 1971/72 Hayes FC were elected to the Isthmian League while Yeading FC earned promotion to the
Middlesex League seeing Championship success in their first season (1971/72), scoring a record 122
goals in the process. Season 1972/73 saw Yeading sweep all four trophies - League and Cup - in the
Middlesex League while over at Church Road Hayes FC hit the headlines with an FA Cup first round defeat
of Football League side Bristol Rovers before taking Reading to a second round replay.



The eighties saw Hayes FC maintain their Isthmian League status year on year without much danger of
movement up or down while Yeading FC had started their climb upwards at no mean rate of knots. The Ding
moved from the Middlesex League to the Spartan League going unbeaten through 1986/87 and earning
promotion to the Isthmian League Division Two South in the process. The turn of the decade saw Yeading hit
the national headlines when they became the first Middlesex side to lift the FA Vase, having drawn at
Wembley, they travelled to Leeds’ Elland Road where they secured a 1-0 victory over Bridlington Town.

Season 1992/93 saw Yeading’s meteoric rise through the leagues reach the Isthmian Premier, the first time
neighbours Hayes FC and Yeading FC were to become rivals. This rivalry was to last until 1996 when Hayes FC
reached the pinnacle of non-league football by winning the Isthmian League championship by one goal in a
nail-biting finale which also involved Enfield, Yeovil Town and Boreham Wood. The club maintained a
presence at this level for six seasons, including finishing in 3rd place in 1998-9, before suffering relegation
for the first time in 2002 at which time Yeading FC had dropped out of the Isthmian Premier so the renewal of
rivalry would have to wait. 

Hayes FC were to become one of the founder members of the Conference South League and were soon joined
by neighbours Yeading FC, renewing the rivalry for a couple of seasons before the biggest sporting news the
area had seen for many years..... 

After a season of consolidation, the newly merged side took many people by surprise in 2008/09 when a late
season Conference South record equalling run of 10 consecutive victories saw a play-off place earned.
Looking dead and buried at 4-0 down after 50 minutes of the semi-final first leg, only a dreamer would have
predicted a place in the final. Dreams do come true though and two late first leg goals and a 4-0 extra time
victory in the second leg at Eastleigh saw the final reached. A tight final ensued but Hampton & Richmond
Borough were seen off by the odd goal in five and promotion was achieved to the pinnacle of non-league
football, the Conference Premier. United more than held their own in the top flight for the first two seasons
but with a much reduced budget and 5 years of ground sharing due to the late completion of the Club’s new
stadium, United hit the relegation trap-door in April 2012 and again in April 2016 and April 2017 before
beginning its life in a new Stadium in 2017/18, losing the promotion play-off semi-final to Cambridge City at
season end before a switch to the Isthmian League for 2018/19 saw United romp to the title and promotion
with a 16 point advantage at season end. The aforementioned turnaround in fortunes came a couple of years
after the arrival as Chairman of Tony O’Driscoll who brought in Dev Jassi as his Vice-Chairman and with the
business acumen of these two gentlemen things finally started moving on the SKYex Community Stadium
after works had totally stalled under the previous regime with the club being not far from going out of
business. With the move back into our own stadium things slowly started to pick up as slowly but surely
facilities started to improve. On the playing front this was followed by two seasons being cancelled part way
through due to the Covid-19 pandemic before a completed 2021/22 season saw United finish as runners-up
only to fall at the final hurdle with a play-off final defeat. The 2022/23 season saw the Middlesex Senior Cup
won for the first time with United just missing out on the play-offs, finishing in 7th position. In the summer
of 2023 Dev took over the reigns as Chairman with Tony switching places but remaining a key Director and
under this regime works on the ground continued apace with the new bar being opened and other facilities
being improved. Back on the pitch a poor 2023/24 campaign under the new management of Ritchie Hanlon
and then Mark Molesley put our position at step 3 in serious jeopardy with Andy Leese taking the helm just
too late to avoid the drop to step 4. The following season again saw United just miss out on the play-offs
under the joint stewardship of Andy Leese and Simon Lane and with Andy departing at season end we go into
the 2025/26 campaign with Simon Lane in sole charge looking to again push for promotion.



Dream Job: Footballer ⚽️

Dream Holiday Destination: Dubai 🇦🇪

-

GETTING TO KNOW:

OWEN SMITH
Owen joined us in mid-October on a dual-
registration with Didcot Town and has made an
immediate impact with the highlight being
scoring his first goal in men’s football 👏

Name: Owen Smith
Position: Midfielder
Appearances: 13
Goal Contributions: 3

Name on a football pitch: O’s/O dog

Football Team you support: Reading

Favourite Footballer: Frank Lampard

Sport you would play if you weren’t a footballer:  
Golf 🏌️/Boxing 🥊

Favourite TV Show/Film: 24 Hours Police Custody

Favourite Food: Katsu Curry 🍛



-

Favourite Sporting Memory you’ve been part of:
Last week’s comeback is up there 🤩

Favourite Sporting Memory you’ve watched:
Reading promotion to Premier League in

2011/12 📈

Pre-Match Routine:
Bagels & Bananas 🍌

Biggest strength as a Player: Aggression and Passing

Something you want to achieve this year: 🔟 G/A by the end of the season



YOUNG MOLES WATCH
Binfield U23 Development:



Binfield U18 Allieds:



Binfield come from three down to defeat the leaders, Villa get NINE, and we’ve wins for three goal
Moneys, Egham and Met, four goal Portchester, and two goal Hayes
 
Leaders Leatherhead went ahead just before the half hour as they hosted an improving Binfield, Jacob
Breckon with the opening goal. Nathan Hogan’s nineteenth of the season soon made it two, and by the break it
was three, Anas Igozouln surely securing victory? The Moles weren’t prepared to lie down, however, and seven
minutes into the second half Nathaniel Boakye got a goal back- and then on sixty four minutes Amari Fashanu
brought it back to three-two. The unthinkable became real on sixty nine minutes as Kickie Dzimba made it
three-three, and two minutes after that Fashanu made it four-three to the Moles! Binfield weren’t finished,
Boakye scoring from the spot to make it five-three seven minutes from time, and although the hosts pulled it
back to four-five in added time, George Hedley the scorer, the Moles were triumphant. 
 
Binfield climb to within three points of safety, Leatherhead are three clear at the summit. 
 
Hanworth Villa were the hosts for an improving Horndean, but the Villains were ahead on seventeen minutes,
Guy Ansah-Palmer scoring first, and Liam Ferdinand doubled their lead four minutes before half time. They
weren’t finished for the first half, either- there was still time for Sam Merson to add a third before they
headed off for a half time orange segment. Merson added a fourth on sixty four minutes, Ben Geraghty made
it five four minutes later, and it was six-nil on seventy seven minutes- Marco Haigh with a penalty- and seven
and then eight soon afterwards, Jack Timberlake with both of those. There was time for a ninth, too, Marco
Haigh with that in added time- and Villa go second.
 
Moneyfields scored the first goal of our South Central afternoon, James Franklyn putting them ahead against
visitors Kingstonian after only five minutes. The same player made it two-nil three minutes before half time,
and debutant Alfie Bridgman added a third eight minutes from time. The Moles are third, the K’s down in
twentieth, four points from safety. 
 
Hayes and Yeading United were the hosts for Bognor Regis Town, and it was the visitors who eased ahead ten
minutes before half time, Billy Allcock with the goal. The hosts were level by half time, however, Brendan
Matthew hitting back just prior to the break, and just after half time new arrival Liam Tack put United ahead.
What they had, they held- and are fifth. 
 



Jack Lee put AFC Portchester ahead at Hendon seven minutes before the break, but Sam Shaban quickly
levelled for the hosts- and immediately after the break Shaban scored again to make it two-one. The lead
lasted only three minutes, Alfie Stanley levelling for the Royals, and they scored the fifth goal of the
afternoon, too- Josh Clack putting them three-two up. Ryan Pennery made it four-two to the visitors sixteen
minutes from time, and then Keagan Cole saw red for the hosts. Four-two was how it ended, Portchester sixth-
four points away from the top five. 
 
South Park Reigate went ahead against visitors Southall on the quarter hour, Dan Moody keeping his nerve
from the spot. Tyrese Briscoe added a second just after the half hour, but The All were soon back in the match,
Daniel Roberts putting away a penalty. It was three-one ten minutes after the break, Hayden Gale with the
third, but Robert gave the visitors hope when bringing it back to three-two with fourteen minutes left. It
looked as if the Sparks would hold on, but four minutes into added time the visitors grabbed a point- Anthony
O’Connor making it three-three. 
 
The Sparks are eighth- the All three points clear of the drop zone. 
 
Met Police hosted Harrow Borough, and the boys in blue took the lead early on, Tane Caubo with the first goal
of the afternoon. Mason Galloway made it two twelve minutes before half time, his tenth in fourteen matches,
and soon it was three, Tobi Ogundega putting them surely out of sight. Borough fought back after the break,
London Brookshaw scoring their first just before the hour, but with eleven minutes to go the visitors forlorn
hopes departed when substitute Harry Nevins saw red. Three-one was how it ended, Met six points clear of the
drop zone. 
 
Ascot United played host to Egham Town, and were undone by some Sarnies excellence on nine minutes,
Excellence Muhemba with the opener. It was two-nil just after the half hour, Connor Jeanes with it, and the
points were safe when Bradley Clayton added a third fifteen minutes from time. Connah Wilks was dismissed
for the visitors late on, and Rudi Pache also saw red for the hosts, but the scoring was over, three-nil the final
outcome- Egham in eleventh, Ascot fourteenth. 



By Jon Couch

IF there’s one thing we dread at NLP Towers on a Saturday it’s attempting to keep abreast with the
raft of postponements caused by wet and wintery conditions.
Dummy pages have to be written and drawn, sometimes never used, match pages require a
complete overhaul and reporters need contacting with revised instructions for those games that do
go ahead. It’s an absolute nightmare, believe me!
But we are not the only ones whose days has been put out by such an event.
Managers, players, supporters, matchday volunteers, are all of which are severely inconvenienced -
and also out of pocket with both clubs too losing thousands in travel expenses and lost revenue.
And then there’s the poor matchday referees - the ones who make those all-important decisions to
call a game off for whatever reason, causing anger, frustration and often resentment for all
concerned. They simply can not win.
Safety of the players must come first and referees known that something does go wrong, then there
are huge consequences. The last thing they want is to call a game off - no-one is doing so
deliberately.
This week in The NLP we ran a guest column with Farnborough manager Spencer Day.
His team found themselves at the eye of a storm, quite literally, a fortnight ago when their National
League South game with Chelmsford City was postponed very late on.
And their game wasn’t the only one to fall, with other local matches at Eastleigh and on the 4G at
Bracknell also falling at the 11  hour, along with Bath City v Southend United in the FA Trophy, much
to the ire of the away contingent who had travelled almost the entire width of the country, only to be
turned away.

th

A number of theories and unfounded suggestions have been thrown out there in a bid to combat
such an eventuality, but according to the Boro boss, there is no resolution.
“We live in the UK and the truth of it is we are bound by the weather,” Day told us.
“Our games fell to the most bizarre conditions seen for quite some time.
“I saw our pitch on Friday and I was amazed by the excellent condition it was in.
I’d been communicating with Chelmsford and [manager] Angelo Harrop all week and when I got to
the game on Saturday I walked it, as I always do, and didn’t see any issue at all. The pitch looked
fantastic.



“Then, 40 minutes later, the referee turns up and told us there was an area of the pitch that had
frozen over that he wanted to look at. I mean, yes, it was hard, no question, but it was tiny, about a
foot in area, and the temperatures weren’t dropping.
“In theory, could we have tried something? Maybe, I’m not sure. Could we have chucked boiling
water on it? Again, I don’t know. But it was obvious at the time at that point that it had to be called
off so I’m not blaming him.
After he called the game off, I left the ground at 5 o’clock and I decided I wanted to walk the pitch
just to see what it was like, and it completely softened. It had actually got warmer, which is crazy.
It’s the weather. I wish there was an answer.”
With a handful of games postponed last Saturday due to waterlogged pitches, and more bad
weather on the way, don’t expect this situation to be brushed under the carpet anytime soon.
Health & Safety is top of the priority list of football authorities and in these days of social media,
such decisions come under scrutiny like never before, adding copious amounts of pressure to the
officials, part-time themselves more often than not.
Has the world has gone risk adverse? Day, for one, believes it has, but he also urges supporters to
step back and look at the bigger picture when letting their frustrations be known. 
“I’m a big supporter of the leagues, the FA and politicians - I think they have impossible jobs,” he
added. “They are damned if they do and damned if they don’t in whatever decision they make.
“Everyone’s trying their best to resolve what it an impossible situation, but sometimes your best
isn’t always the popular decision.
“All you can do is apologise to everyone but in some respects I don’t know what we’re apologising
for. No-one can control the weather.”





PLAYER STATS



ISTHMIAN 
LEAGUE TABLE



ISTHMIAN SOUTH CENTRAL

Tomorrow: (3PM)
AFC Portchester v Raynes Park Vale

Bedfont Sports v Ascot United
Bognor Regis Town v Hendon
Egham Town v Fareham Town

Harrow Borough v Leatherhead
Hartley Wintney v Westfield

Horndean v Moneyfields
Kingstonian v South Park

Littlehampton v Hanworth Villa
Southall v Metropolitan Police







Ever thought of volunteering to 
help your local football club?

There aremanydifferentvolunteer roles innon-league football
and Isthmian League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In’s online Volunteer Hub

is the place where you can find opportunities and contact your
local football club.

 

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk

to find out more





TODAY'S 
SQUADS

REFEREE
MICHAEL RYAN

ASSISTANT
MARK BAXTER

ASSITSTANT
KEVIN BATTEN

Harris OSMON
Henry GRAD
Calum DUFFY
Josh ODELL
Harry TUCKER
Oliver LAHTINEN-KALSI
Noah HAY
Louis ROGERS
Amos NASHA
Tyler HAYLES
Jack McKNIGHT
Harry GRANT
Liam PRIOR-TACK
Mackenzie KENT
Ryan KENT
Ben PURCELL
Kaylen HINDS
Ryan EWHARE
Jordi EBANDA
Sam ASHTON
George SIPPETTS
Brendan MATTHEW
Amaru KAUNDA

CJ FUBLER
Nkenge DURHAM
Harvey GRIFFITHS

Kyle DANIEL SPRAY
Ryley CAMPBELL

Toby LAWES
Kickie DZIMBA

Dan LEWIS
Monty BRADY

Nathan JONES
Lamin CEESAY
Natty BOAKYE

Ajani GISCOMBE
Ollie HENRY

Qur’an RAYNOR
Josh McMENEMY

Rahzir SMITH-JONES
Owen CUMMINS
Harry PASHLEY

Aunde TODD
Aaron GARDINER

Matt TWEED
Aaron WHITE
Owen SMITH


