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WELCOME TO BINFIELD FC
From Our Chairman,

Andy Cotton
A very warm welcome everyone to today’s Pitching 
In Isthmian South Central League game against 
Guernsey Football Club. A special welcome to both 
Nic and Nigel from Guernsey who we are always happy to see at our club – welcome
gentlemen.
 
This is our penultimate home game of the season and one where the points on offer are
likely to have a big impact on where both teams finally end up in the division. Guernsey
have recently moved into their new home on the Island and come into today’s game on a
reasonably good run of form that they need to continue with, in order that they avoid
getting relegated from the South-Central Division. A few games ago, it looked like their
destiny was cast in stone, but they are still capable of potentially mimicking our own
Great Escape from last season. A draw today would likely suit the Moles the best, in our
quest to secure our status at Step 4 for an impressive 4 consecutive seasons. Guernsey
needs to get at least a point themselves – as a minimum.
 
The Moles come into today’s game having lost their last 3 league games by the odd late
goal in each fixture – it’s been particularly frustrating as we could arguably have won all
the games but for missing a few great chances ourselves whilst conceding painfully late
in these matches. A real positive to take away from these narrow defeats is that we have
been very competitive throughout the last month, so we still have a lot of confidence
coming into the final 3 games of the season.
 
We travel to Leatherhead on Monday for another important game for the club – we hope
as many of you as possible can make the trip around the M25 to cheer on the boys, in a
game that will no doubt have significant importance in the play off places, as well as
our own standing in the league where we are looking to finish the season as strongly as
possible. 
 



Our final game of the season sees us host the League Champions Farnham at the ICONIC
next Saturday – we really do want to see as many people at the ground next weekend as
possible, so please come along and support the lads. It’s the first Team Presentations
straight after the game so please get them votes in before the deadline!!!
 
Finally, we hope that the rain stays away - if that’s even a thing these days :-), and that
Guernsey and everyone enjoys our hospitality and that you all have a safe journey home
from the ICONIC stadium.

C’mon you Moles

Andy Cotton - Club Chairman



Binfield FC first played in 1892, during the reign of Queen Victoria, making us one of the oldest
Association Football clubs in the world! The team comprised young men from the local
brickworks and those who worked on the land around Binfield. The club’s early years were spent
in the Ascot and District League, where we enjoyed many successful seasons winning the Fielden
Cup for the first time in 1924 and on eleven further occasions since.
During the 2nd World War, we joined the Great Western Combination League, winning the
championship in 1947. During that period we also won the Berks and Bucks Junior Cup and the
Maidenhead Norfolkian Cup and it was not unusual to see crowds in excess of 1,000 at our Forest
Road ground.
In 1950 we joined the Reading and District League, where we remained for the next forty years.
In 1972 Binfield won promotion to the Premier Division for the first time and although relegated
two years later we returned in 1976 as 1st Division Champions. A huge crowd, reminiscent of the
1940’s, packed Forest Road to witness our promotion. In 1980, the club made an important
decision to move from Forest Road, where facilities were shared with the cricket club, to our
current site in Hill Farm Lane. Turning that field into the football ground we see today was a
massive task. Thanks to an enormous amount of physical work by the members of the club the
area was levelled and drained within three years. The members then set about building the club
house. This progress off the field was matched on it when in 1987 and 1988 we won Division 2
and then Division 1 of the Reading and District League. In 1989, we joined the high-profile
Charrington Chiltonian League, winning the Division 1 title at the first attempt – a feat we
repeated in 1996 – and reaching the final of the League Cup. The following year we finished
runners-up to Peppard, despite remaining unbeaten from November until the end of the
campaign.
In 2001 we merged with Binfield’s junior club, Binfield Forest FC, and in doing so significantly
increased the member-ship, with over 20 teams playing every weekend – this season we will
field 36 teams each week. The junior part of the club is very important to Binfield with FA
Charter status having been achieved in 2007 and in 2013 we were awarded the Berks & Bucks FA
and South East Regional FA Charter Status Community Club of the Year awards, culminating in
the club being invited to the FA Community Shield at Wembley in August 2013.
Since 2005, progress at the club has been swift, with the addition of floodlights and later a
seated stand. The club is tirelessly working to improve our facilities with our “continuous
improvement” plan making further change to the car park, to the club house and a new stand
around our Tea Bar. We constantly strive to improve all elements of the facilities from changing
rooms to a playing surface we are extremely proud of, to benefit everyone from our Under 6s up 

BINFIELD FC HISTORY



to our 1st Team We won the FTL Hellenic League Division 1 East title in 2008-09 and gained
promotion to the next level of English football, where we finished runners up in the 2010/11
Uhlsport Hellenic Premier Division, 3rd in 2012/13 and 5th in 2014.

August 15th 2009 will long be remembered as Binfield’s first game in the legendary FA Cup – and
we have enjoyed some good runs reaching the 1st Qualifying round in each of the last two
seasons with 400 supporters enjoying the visit of Margate in 2010 and a trip to Slough Town and
narrow defeat in 2011. In 2013 the side reached the 2nd Qualifying round, losing to a 96th minute
free kick as Leatherhead came from behind. Binfield entered the FA Vase for the first time in
season 2008-09 and enjoyed three rounds, before reaching the 4th round (last 32) in 2011/12 in
an incredible season of cup success. The 2011/12 team is the most successful in our history,
winning both the Berks & Bucks FA Senior Trophy and the AM Print & Copy Floodlit Cup in five
glorious April 2012 days. We also reached the final of the Hellenic Challenge Cup.

In the two Covid disrupted seasons, the first team were sitting in second place in the Hellenic
Premier. Positions when used to calculate points per game resulted in promotion to the Isthmian
League South Centre, our 1st season ever at Step 4. However the 2020/21 season will, of course,
be remembered for our amazing run in the Buildbase FA Vase when playing every game behind
closed doors bar one and all away from home we reached the Final at Wembley where we came
up against a very good Warrington Rylands side and narrowly lost 3-2.

In 2021/22 season in the Isthmian South Central, the team finished 8th after a good start.
Disappointing FA Cup but a very good run in the Trophy. Winning at North Leigh, Herne Bay before
a home win vs Chippenham and finally bowing out against Truro, missing a last minute penalty.
In the 2022/23 season, the team finished 6th in the Isthmian South Central – our highest ever
league position. In the FA Cup, we reached the 3q round, again our best ever performance, losing
5-3 away to Beckenham Town. In the FA Trophy, we lost in the 1st round proper away to Tavistock.

The 2023/24 will always be remembered as the season of the Great Escape. At Christmas, the
team had no wins in the league, only 4 points and were rooted to the bottom of the table. Their
only win was a 2-0 victory over Wokingham in the FA Cup. They were knocked out of the FA Cup
after a replay at Northwood. There was poor performances in the FA Trophy and Velocity Cups
with 7-1 and 6-0 defeats respectively. A management change just before Christmas with Ross
Weatherstone taking charge. In his time in charge, Ross managed to guide the team to their
first win against Met Police FC. The team finished with 8 wins and managed to finish 4 points
and one position above the relegation zone.



Good afternoon, today we host Guernsey FC and we wish everyone a warm welcome to the Iconic
Stadium. I’d like to wish their management team, the players, all the officials and fans a
pleasant stay with us and a safe journey home after the game.

I'd like to start by wishing everyone a blessed and Happy Easter. Easter is always a busy time in
football, with the game today and an away journey to Leatherhead on Monday.

Congratulations to Ethan Lindo who won player of the month for March, fully deserved, scoring 5
goals in 8 games, playing 472 minutes, meaning Ethan was averaging a goal every 59 minutes in
March. I think we all can agree that output is fully worthy of the award. Let's hope Ethan can
score a few more in the last 3 games.

Moment of the month, which really should be the moment of the season for me personally, went
to Bully and Bowes, for the support they have shown me this season! These 2 gentlemen have
been medicine to me ever since I was diagnosed in May last year! They’ve lifted me, they’ve
made me smile inside & out, with constant conversations, performances & results on the pitch!
This award will never be enough, to thank them for the support they’ve shown me this season.
They say loyalty is a dying trait in football! It warms me to say, that isn’t the case in these 2
fine men! 2 of the finest human beings you’ll ever like to meet! Being the Binfield Way is built
on the characteristics of these 2 guys, to say the club has been in safe hands in my absence is
an understatement! They’ve been my voice, arms, legs, my everything to the players, something
I’ll be forever grateful for. We created the great escape together & they continue to support me
with my great escape also. A small token but thank you both.

Today sees us play Guernsey FC, Guernsey are currently fighting for their lives to stay in the
division, we know they will be bringing everything to get a result today! My aim is to make sure
that doesn't happen, as I know any kind of result today will pretty much guarantee our safety in
this division, depending on other results. I know the players have prepared well this week at
training and are ready for this challenge.

THE VIEW 
FROM THE DUGOUT

Ross Weatherstone



Since my last notes, where we played Moneyfields FC, we unfortunately conceded again, in the
last minute to lose the game 1-0 to a penalty. It wasn't the best game to watch but on a hard
bouncy pitch, we competed and deserved at least a point from the game in my opinion. I have
watched the game back and I can see it wasn't a penalty, which is even more frustrating!

Last Saturday we travelled to Hayes & Yeading FC, always tough opponents and definitely one of
the best teams we have played this season. Hayes are on a great run, top 5 in form guide and
pushing for playoffs, so they had loads to play for. I was delighted that we matched them
physically and tactically on the day. To come back twice in the game, shows the character and
personality is still in the team to make it 3-3. Unfortunately a lapse in concentration and a foul
on Monty missed by the ref, saw us concede late on again and pick up no points for our efforts.
The team competed well & didn't get the reward their performance justified.

I don't often talk about an official's performance, however, over the month of April, I can
honestly say, I haven't seen a solid, consistent performance from one. All I want to see in their
performances is for them to get the big decisions right, which means goal contribution
decisions and be consistent with how they give fouls and bookings!

Although we have only won once in our last 4 games, we have come up against teams that are
either fighting relegation, or doing everything to get into the playoffs! That isn't going to change
for the final 3 games either! As a team we have competed well in those last 4 games, we've
executed the game plan well in all 4 games, but have been punished heavily for small mistakes,
with a little bit of lady football luck, 3 of those results could have quite easily seen us pick up
one win and 3 draws. Apart from the results, I am happy with how the team is performing, as
long as we stay committed to how we present ourselves and perform, I know we will give
ourselves every chance to pick up positive results in the last 3 games, which will see us
mathematically secure Isthmian South Central football again next season.

It's great to have the Under 8 Colt Mascots with us today, having the mascots this season has
been a great addition and really brings the club together. Everyone's support today and for the
final 3 games is appreciated. 

Enjoy the game.

Rosco
First Team Manager





THE BIG PREVIEW
BINFIELD VS GUERNSEY

Today marks to final week of the season -
where has that gone! Long have gone the
dark evening putting on five layers just to
stay warm. Guernsey travel to the Iconic
battling for every point as they fight for
survival while the Moles have the opportunity
to seal their Isthmian League status today so
plenty on today’s game which is always good
to watch and the end of the season.

Rosco’s target at the beginning of the season was to compete in every game and the
Moles are certainly doing that right until the end of the season, with last Saturday being a
prime example. After going a goal down early, the Moles provided an instant response
through Rahzir Smith-Jones. And after conceding two penalties (which CJ did brilliantly to
save one and got agonisingly close to another) and conceding another goal just after half
time, the Moles found themselves 3-1 down against a team chasing promotion. But instead
of feeling sorry for themselves, they turned the game around with Monty Brady’s first goal
and Ethan Lindo putting us level after a great run from Logan Coles. The Moles had a
brilliant chance to take the take but Lindo just couldn’t squeeze the ball under the keeper
and Hayes & Yeading counter-attacked and won the game. Despite the result, the Moles’
spirit and character was on show again and hopefully we’ll see more of that for the rest of
the season.

Guernsey are continuing their battling fight to stay in the division. But after looking down
and out, they have given themselves a great chance, unbeaten in four, which included a
one-nil victory at home to Southall last Sunday. Due to their inferior goal difference to
South Park, they need at least four points from their remaining three games but five could
be enough to catch Met Police. So they will be coming to the Iconic full of 
confidence and ready for battle.





LAST TIME OUT
GUERNSEY 1-2 BINFIELD - 9/10/24

It’s a dramatic late win for the Moles as
they win a thriller in Guernsey!

On a cold Wednesday evening in Guernsey, it
was the Moles who lit up the pitch first,
Jamie Hilton giving them the lead inside five
minutes.

The Moles came out of the blocks really
quickly, Josh Addison tipping Luke Wayborn’s
throw onto the bar before Wayborn couldn’t keep his header down five minutes later. 

Guernsey were given an opportunity for Guernsey to get back on level terms when they
were awarded a penalty which Ross Allen made no mistake from. They had the ball in the
back of the net again before half time but it was ruled out for half time. 

There were chances for both sides in the second half but a shot over the bar and a strong
hand from CJ was enough to prevent Guernsey from taking the lead which Addison was
doing his bit at the other end - denying Kickie Dzimba.

With the game heading for a draw and the points looking to be shared, the Moles found a
winner in the 95  minute. Wayborn’s long throw was initially well dealt with before Harvey
Griffiths recycled the ball and played it to Daqaio Stewart. He drove to the byline and
pulled in back to Ethan Gold who’s sweet volley found the back of the net to make it a
memorable game and night for the Moles.

th



CAPTURING THE ACTION:
MONEYFIELDS (H)

With Daisy Spiers 



CAPTURING THE ACTION:
HAYES & YEADING UTD (A)

With Daisy Spiers 
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MEET THE SQUAD 









INTRODUCING OUR VISITORS
GUERNSEY FC

Guernsey Football Club was formed in 2011 to offer the island’s elite footballers the opportunity to progress and test
themselves on a regular basis outside of the Channel Islands. The proposal to establish the club and seek to join the
English national league pyramid system was developed by the Guernsey Football Association in an attempt to further
advance development opportunities for the island’s current and future players by playing at higher levels on a
regular basis. We are an independent, community amateur football club which play in the Isthmian South Central
Division at Step Four on English football’s non-league pyramid system. The club is owned and run for the benefit of
the local Guernsey community and it plays its home games at the Footes Lane Stadium. The club’s vision is to create,
develop and maintain a sustainable, successful, financially viable, democratic football club that creates and
maintains real and lasting benefits to its members and the local Guernsey community. We are a registered charity
and will remain a non-profit organisation with any financial surpluses being re-invested for the future viability of
the club and hence the benefit of the local community. The initial idea to establish Guernsey FC was developed
during the 2009-10 season when Guernsey’s Senior County Division One representative side enjoyed a successful run
in the FA National League System Cup (for league representative sides at Step Seven on the non-league pyramid
system and below, since renamed the FA Inter-League Cup), culminating in Guernsey beating the Liverpool County
Premier League 5-2 in the final in May 2010. Along the way, Guernsey defeated representative sides from the Kent
County Premier League, the Northampton Premier League, the Southern Amateur League, the Hertfordshire Premier
League and the Dorset Premier League. The final was held in Guernsey in front of a crowd of over 2,500 and was the
first time ever that the FA had allowed one of its competition finals to be held outside of the UK mainland. Following
a 1-0 victory over Jersey to reclaim the Muratti Vase in May 2010, the team were rewarded for winning the FA National
League System Cup by representing England in the UEFA Regions Cup preliminary round in Croatia in September 2010.
This was a fantastic experience for the players and coaching and medical staff and, although Guernsey enjoyed
mixed fortunes by beating Wales 3-0, drawing with hosts Croatia 1-1 and losing to group winners Turkey 3-0, it
provided football at a higher standard, was very motivational and gave our players a great desire to improve further
and to play more regularly at higher levels. Over the course of the following few months, the club’s founding
directors, Steve Dewsnip and Mark Le Tissier, received encouragement from the Football Association, the Guernsey
FA, the Combined Counties League (which we were introduced to by the FA), our former official main club sponsor
Sportingbet, the island’s government (the States of Guernsey) and the island’s local football community to develop
our plans for the new club further and were delighted when the member clubs of the Combined Counties League
voted by a significant majority on 20 June 2011 to allow Guernsey FC to join Division One of their league. Saturday 6th
August 2011 was a historic day for Guernsey FC and the island in general when the club played its inaugural game at
Footes Lane against Knaphill FC in the Combined Counties League Division One. That historic day turned into an
historic season with the club winning the league title, having lost only 2 of its 34 league matches, with a 7-1 win
against second-placed Bedfont Sports in front of 2,143 supporters at Footes Lane in March 2012 and then going on to
secure the double in its first season by winning the Combined Counties Premier Challenge Cup following a 2-0
victory after extra-time over Premier Division side Colliers Wood United. The 2012-13 season was a tough campaign.
The Green Lions reached the semi-finals of the FA Carlsberg Vase in the club’s first season in the competition,
breaking its record attendance twice in the historic run.



 A crowd of 4,290 was at Footes Lane for the semi-final first leg against Spennymoor Town. The club’s first season in
the Ryman Isthmian Leagues was a constructive campaign and had plenty of highs. The club finished in a respectable
fourth place but lost 3-2 away to Leatherhead in the play-off semifinal. The Green Lions also became the first team
from the Channel Islands to play in the FA Cup during the 2013/14 season, when they took on Crawley Down Gatwick
away on 31st August 2013. GFC won the game 3-1 and eventually went out of the competition in the 2nd qualifying
round, after losing 3-2 to the Conference South’s Dover Athletic.
GFC were finally drawn at home in the FA Cup against Lewes in the first qualifying round, but unfortunately, a replay
defeat to Phoenix Sports in the preliminary round meant they were unable to fulfil that particular goal. We beat our
points total and wins total from the previous season, but finished 13th. There was change off the field as Mark Le
Tissier took over as Chairman, but the main highlight was the FA Cup coming to Guernsey for the first time in August
amidst a tremendous fanfare that included the famous trophy being displayed at Footes Lane. Dave Rihoy’s second-
half brace in the first-ever FA-Cup match to be contested outside the mainland secured a replay, but GFC eventually
went out on penalties at Thamesmead Town. The 2018-19 season went right to the wire. Tony Vance’s side didn’t win a
game during the final three months of the season but ground out enough points against the odds to keep them just
ahead of Greenwich Borough. A re-shuffle of the Isthmian League saw a third division created at Step Four and
Guernsey was part of a 20-team South East Division, which dropped to 19 when Thamesmead Town folded. That meant
only one team would be relegated, with Guernsey securing a draw in the final minute of the last day of the season
thanks to a Paris Pereira goal to ensure they stayed up on merit, rather than only being due to a three-point deduction
for Greenwich, who went down in 19th. Guernsey started the 2019-20 season much stronger, despite having to open
with seven straight away games due to work on the running track at Footes Lane, and were threatening a play-off
place for the first half of the season. Two fixtures with the Isle of Man were contested in Summer 2020 - the first as
the fellow Crown Dependency’s first-ever match, and the second was the inaugural Skipton Cup to celebrate relations
between the two islands, who had established an ‘air corridor’ as a result of both being Coronavirus-free at the time.
Guernsey won the first Skipton Cup 5-4 on penalties after a 1-1 draw at Footes Lane. Guernsey took the difficult
decision to pull out of the 2020-21 season completely because of travel restrictions between the island and the UK
mainland, and players turned out for their Priaulx League clubs as the local season continued. The Green Lions did
this with the League’s blessing and were reinstated 2 for 2021-22, also being relocated to the Isthmian South Central
Division, although they had to start their season in October when restrictions were fully lifted and started their
campaign several games behind the rest of the division. The announcement came with just a few days noticed and
this meant Tony Vance’s side did not have a proper pre-season to prepare. This meant they were a little ‘undercooked’
in the early parts of the season and took a while to get going, but eventually got up to speed and found some form to
move them into a comfortable midtable position, despite a gruelling schedule in February and March 2022 due to
catching up on games, exacerbated by four cancellations over the winter due to a rise in Covid-19 cases. Injuries to
key players contributed to a difficult 2022-23 season which saw the Green Lions sitting at thee bottom of the table at
Christmas. However, a resurgence in form led to six wins and a draw in January and February, which lifted the club
from the foot of the table. It looked like Guernsey could avoid automatic relegation, but there were also two relegation
play-off places to climb out of. Their improved form continued until they secured their survival with an away draw
against South Park in early April. It was however a landmark season for one of the club’s former players, young
midfielder Alex Scott, who stood out in midfield for Bristol City in the Championship, winning the EFL Championship
Young Player of the Season award and attracting praise from Manchester City Manager Pep Guardiola after an
impressive performance in the FA Cup, with the City boss dubbing him an “unbelievable player”. In the summer he
represented England at the 2023 FIFA U-20 World Cup as they progressed unbeaten from their group before losing to
eventual winners Italy in the first knockout round.





-

TODAY’S MASCOTS:
U8 Colts:
Binfield Colts U8’s have just 
finished their 2nd full season 
as a team and have competed 
strongly in the EBFA Div 2.

The Colts are now moving into 
7v7 next season and are looking 
stronger than ever.



-

ALLIEDS TITLE DECIDER:
Reading City U18s vs Binfield Allieds - 29  April 2025th

While the first team’s season is brought to a close next Saturday, the club’s season is
extended to the following Tuesday with the Allieds who have a shot a title glory. What looked
unlikely a couple of weeks ago has turned into a genuine opportunity. A win for our Young
Moles would see them lift the Allieds County Youth League for the first time since 2018. So
mark the 29  April in your diaries and get down to Reading City to support the Young Moles
in their title quest.

th
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SUPPORTERS PLAYER OF
THE SEASON

Vote for your Player of the 
Season!

It’s that time of the year again where we are asking 
you for your Player of the Year. Who is going to follow 
in Killian Barrett’s footsteps? Make sure you cast your vote
using the QR code and find out your winning in the post
season presentation after the game next Saturday!

Vote for Binfield in the Football in Berkshire Awards:
After last year’s success in the Football in Berkshire Awards
with Rosco picking up Manager of the Season and Salil
picking up a nomination for Physio of the Year, nominations
are open again for this year’s awards. For all the important
details, links of how to nominate and potential ideas, scan
this QR Code.



By Tony Incenzo
CROWN dependencies offshore football clubs have become part and parcel of the Non-League Pyramid in recent
years with Guernsey, Jersey Bulls and FC Isle of Man all valued members of our National League System.
But I wondered what the arrangements entail for opposition teams flying across to play on these islands, so I joined
the official Southall party heading to Guernsey for their Isthmian South Central; fixture last Sunday to find out
more.
The build-up saw Guernsey sending travel details to their opponents. In effect, the host club covers the cost of
return flights for a group of up to 25 people from Southall plus coach transport to and from Guernsey Airport. This
forms part of Guernsey’s agreement to compete in mainland competitions.
Here is my diary of how the mammoth matchday experience unfolded…
7.00am – Meet up deadline at Gatwick Airport South Terminal. The Southall players arrive on time smartly dressed in
club tracksuit tops.
7.15am – Southall’s enthusiastic chairman Sanjeev Sharma does a final headcount to make sure everyone is
present. He grins: “I’m feel like I am the players’ dad looking after them all!”
8.00am – We are through security and on to the plane. I am sitting next to Southall manager Max Howell. He
admirably video calls his young children prior to take-off.
8.35am – The Aurigny Airline flight to Guernsey departs on schedule. It’s a one-hour journey spanning 160 miles.
Also on board are the three match officials for this afternoon’s game. Not surprisingly, they respectfully keep their
distance.
8.50am – There is escalating merriment amongst the Southall squad because midfielder Chris Mulindwa has fallen
asleep with his mouth wide open. So, his crafty teammates rest a coffee stirrer on his lower lip. I take a photo to
capture the moment for posterity.
9.00am – Max explains his deep-thinking managerial philosophy to me. “My players are chess pieces that I move
around the pitch,” he says, reflecting on his nine years at Southall as a player, then coach and now manager.
9.35am – We touch down in Guernsey and the local coach appears outside the tiny airport. Our driver is a dead ringer
for TV personality Bill Oddie. Much to my amazement, he negotiates the narrow island roads by frequently mounting
pavements to pass oncoming cars. This time, I am sat alongside chairman Sanjeev. He describes his burning desire
to find his beloved club a permanent stadium in Southall. It will end 33 years of nomadic groundsharing following
the loss of their spiritual home at Western Road. They are currently based out of the area at Burnham but will
switch to Hayes & Yeading next season.
10.00am – We stop off at a very nice hotel where Southall booked pre-match breakfast. It is good to see the players
choosing healthy options from the buffet spread although some of us older guys readily tuck into fried eggs and
black pudding!
12noon – The coach is ready to take us to the game.
12.30pm – We pull up at Guernsey’s newly unveiled £10 million Victoria Park Stadium which is staging only its second
fixture. The Southall party are warmly greeted by Guernsey directors John Loveless and Nic Legg.



12.35pm – I take a peek at the facilities consisting of two excellent grandstands on either side (offering 700 seats
combined) and covered terracing behind both goals. I am thoroughly impressed by the 3,000 capacity venue. It is
easily up to National League South grading criteria. The Guernsey Football Association offices are here too.
1.00pm – Several of the Southall players don’t have football boots compatible with requirements specified by
Victoria Park’s artificial pitch manufacturer. However, Guernsey are able to loan replacement boots.
1.10pm – I approach Southall director Stephen Harrison for an in-depth chat. His family possess a long association
with the club and Stephen outlines how he decided to become a co-owner. In addition, I spot a couple of loyal
Southall supporters visiting Guernsey for the weekend.
2.00pm – Kick-off in our Isthmian League South Central Division encounter. Guernsey have the wind behind them
and dominate pulsating first half exchanges without scoring. Into the second period, Southall muster a great 20
minutes peppering the home goalmouth. All of a sudden, Guernsey break away and Sam Murray decisively shoots
into the net. Two minutes later, Southall are reduced to ten men (Ryan Hope red card) thereby affecting their
chances of gaining a positive result.
3.50pm – Final score…Guernsey 1 Southall 0, attendance 891. A vital three points for the ‘Green Lions’ in battling
against relegation.
4.20pm – Guernsey serve a delicious sit-down meal of Thai green curry to the Southall party in a reserved section of
the plush clubhouse. Yet the West London players are visibly disappointed by the match outcome and eat in near
silence.
5pm – The coach returns to take us to the airport ahead of our 6.10pm flight.
7.10pm – After the Southall contingent waited patiently in Departures throughout an unexpected one-hour delay, we
embark on our plane back to London. I’m seated again beside manager Max who is considerably deflated by this
defeat. He gives me a fascinating blow by blow analysis of the match I’ve just watched. I tell him that he can take
plenty of positives from his team’s performance.
8.15pm: We land at Gatwick Airport to conclude our lengthy day out. There are handshakes all around as the
exhausted Southall party go their separate ways freshly anticipating local derbies versus Rayners Lane and
Uxbridge over Easter.
Needless to say, I was pretty cream crackered when I eventually arrived home, but the trip will go down as one of my
most memorable ever.
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LEAGUE TABLE



ISTHMIAN SOUTH CENTRAL 
Today: (3PM)

Ashford Town vs Hartley Wintney
Badshot Lea vs Hayes and Yeading United

Hanworth Villa vs Uxbridge
Harrow Borough vs Metropolitan Police

Kingstonian vs Horndean
Moneyfields vs Raynes Park Vale

South Park vs Leatherhead
Southall vs Rayners Lane

Sutton Common Rovers vs Ascot United
Westfield vs Farnham Town







TODAY'S 
SQUADS

REFEREE
DANIEL LAMPORT

ASSISTANT
SIMON WESTON

ASSITSTANT
ETHAN STACEY

Josh ADDISON
Jacques CAUVIN
Jamie DODD
Niall HAINSWORTH
Oscar LEADBEATER
Tom VAUDIN
Tom DODDS
Rhyan EVANS
Charlton GAUVAIN
Zach GILMAN
Matt LOARING
Kieran MAHON
Dave MERRIS
Brandon WALLACE
Ross ALLEN
Simon ARNOLD
Sam MURRAY
Fin DU PORT 
Owen WALLBRIDGE
Alex WARD

CJ FUBLER
Daniel LEWIS

Luke WAYBORN
Harvey GRIFFITHS

Jamie HILTON
Brighton MORRISON

Malachi HENRY
Ethan GOLD

Connor JEANES
Rahzir SMITH-JONES

Riley ROBINSON
Rechan ESPRIT

Theo PENNICOTT-BOWEN
Kai McKENZIE

Ethan LINDO
Daquio STEWART

Monty BRADY
Elijas BAGDONAVICIUS

Matt TWEED
Lucas WYNN

Reese JONES JR
Callum WRIGHT
Glenn GABRIEL

Logan COLES


