


CLUB INFORMATION
Binfield FC is a FC Charter Standard Community Club committed

to providing football for all ages, male and female players.
Starting at Soccer School and on to our Senior Team who play in

the Isthmian League South Central Division. The club runs over 36
teams and is a great place to enjoy your football.
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Clubhouse Manager: Angela Knightley - angela.knightley@binfieldfc.com
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WELCOME TO BINFIELD FC
From Our Chairman,

Andy Cotton
A very warm welcome to Hill Farm Lane for today’s 
Pitching In Isthmian South Central League game against 
Badshot Lea Football Club.
 
The weather continues to play havoc with all clubs playing on grass – I sound like a
broken record here but we really would like the rain to disappear until April so that we
can catch up with our fixture schedule. Our pitch has definitely been more problematic
since last season where we were getting regular biblical downpours and the South East of
England were recording generational rainfall numbers. We are currently having internal
discussions about investing in new drainage in the close season, whilst having very
conversations about exploring the installation of 3G down at Hill Farm Lane – watch this
space.
 
The lads come into today’s game on the back of a wonderful 3-1 away win against Sutton
Common Rovers last Friday night. In what could prove to be a very important win at the
home of Carshalton, the lads have definitely become comfortable in playing away from
home – not a statement that one would necessarily go down too well at home I suppose.  
Our opponents today are currently sitting at the bottom of the table, but their form of
late, against some of the divisions top teams have been extremely positive. With a new
look team to the one we played against earlier on in the season, we know that we can’t
take anything for granted as Badshot will be giving it everything today. They have
significantly more points than we did at the same stage of last season, so them pulling
off the unexpected, should not be discounted. A very friendly club led by their wonderful
Chairman Mark Broad, Badshot Lea will be working their socks off and we can’t take
anything for granted.
 



Our away Velocity Cup semi-final against Billericay has now been scheduled for Tuesday
4th March where once again, we will be the underdogs with nothing to prove. This is going
to be an exciting opportunity for our young Moles to make a real name for themselves and
the football club. We will be running a coach to the game so please do get in touch with
Rob Sutton if you want to book a seat on the coach.
 
On club matters, I am pleased to confirm that we have now finalised the date of our
amazing Junior Summer Football Tournament over the weekend of the 31st May & 1st June.
Please do make a note in your diary for this as we will need our club volunteers to step up
again and support us running this hugely important club event. We will be sending out
team invitations this week and hope to see all of the age groups from Binfield represented
again this summer.
 
Finally, we hope that the rain stays away for another day and that Badshot Lea enjoy our
hospitality and all have a safe journey home. Let’s hope it’s another great game of
football.
 
C’mon you Moles
 
Andy Cotton
Binfield Chairman



Binfield FC first played in 1892, during the reign of Queen Victoria, making us one of the oldest
Association Football clubs in the world! The team comprised young men from the local
brickworks and those who worked on the land around Binfield. The club’s early years were spent
in the Ascot and District League, where we enjoyed many successful seasons winning the Fielden
Cup for the first time in 1924 and on eleven further occasions since.

During the 2nd World War, we joined the Great Western Combination League, winning the
championship in 1947. During that period we also won the Berks and Bucks Junior Cup and the
Maidenhead Norfolkian Cup and it was not unusual to see crowds in excess of 1,000 at our Forest
Road ground. 

In 1950 we joined the Reading and District League, where we remained for the next forty years.
In 1972 Binfield won promotion to the Premier Division for the first time and although relegated
two years later we returned in 1976 as 1st Division Champions. A huge crowd, reminiscent of the
1940’s, packed Forest Road to witness our promotion. In 1980, the club made an important
decision to move from Forest Road, where facilities were shared with the cricket club, to our
current site in Hill Farm Lane. Turning that field into the football ground we see today was a
massive task. Thanks to an enormous amount of physical work by the members of the club the
area was levelled and drained within three years. The members then set about building the club
house. This progress off the field was matched on it when in 1987 and 1988 we won Division 2
and then Division 1 of the Reading and District League. In 1989, we joined the high-profile
Charrington Chiltonian League, winning the Division 1 title at the first attempt – a feat we
repeated in 1996 – and reaching the final of the League Cup. The following year we finished
runners-up to Peppard, despite remaining unbeaten from November until the end of the
campaign.

In 2001 we merged with Binfield’s junior club, Binfield Forest FC, and in doing so significantly
increased the member-ship, with over 20 teams playing every weekend – this season we will
field 36 teams each week. The junior part of the club is very important to Binfield with FA
Charter status having been achieved in 2007 and in 2013 we were awarded the Berks & Bucks FA
and South East Regional FA Charter Status Community Club of the Year awards, culminating in
the club being invited to the FA Community Shield at Wembley in August 2013.
Since 2005, progress at the club has been swift, with the addition of floodlights and later a
seated stand. The club is tirelessly working to improve our facilities with our “continuous
improvement” plan making further change to the car park, to the club house and a new stand
around our Tea Bar.

BINFIELD FC HISTORY



We constantly strive to improve all elements of the facilities from changing rooms to a playing
surface we are extremely proud of, to benefit everyone from our Under 6s up to our 1st Team We
won the FTL Hellenic League Division 1 East title in 2008-09 and gained promotion to the next
level of English football, where we finished runners up in the 2010/11 Uhlsport Hellenic Premier
Division, 3rd in 2012/13 and 5th in 2014.

August 15th 2009 will long be remembered as Binfield’s first game in the legendary FA Cup – and
we have enjoyed some good runs reaching the 1st Qualifying round in each of the last two
seasons with 400 supporters enjoying the visit of Margate in 2010 and a trip to Slough Town and
narrow defeat in 2011. In 2013 the side reached the 2nd Qualifying round, losing to a 96th minute
free kick as Leatherhead came from behind. Binfield entered the FA Vase for the first time in
season 2008-09 and enjoyed three rounds, before reaching the 4th round (last 32) in 2011/12 in
an incredible season of cup success. The 2011/12 team is the most successful in our history,
winning both the Berks & Bucks FA Senior Trophy and the AM Print & Copy Floodlit Cup in five
glorious April 2012 days. We also reached the final of the Hellenic Challenge Cup.

In the last two disruptive seasons , during the pandemic the first team were sitting in second
place in the Hellenic Premier. Positions when used to calculate points per game resulted in
promotion to the Isthmian League South Centre. Our 1st season ever at Step 4, However the last
season will of course be remembered for our amazing run in the Buildbase FA Vase when playing
every game behind closed doors bar one and all away from home we reached the Final at
Wembley where we came up against a very good Warrington Rylands side and narrowly lost 3-2.
In 2021/22 season in the Isthmian South Central, we finished 8th after a good start.

Disappointing FA Cup but a very good run in the Trophy. Winning at North Leigh, Herne Bay before
a home win vs Chippenham and finally bowing out against Truro, missing a last minute penalty.
Last season, we finished 6th in the Isthmian South Central – our highest ever league position. In
the FA Cup, we reached the 3q round, again our best ever performance, losing 5-3 away to
Beckenham Town. In the FA Trophy, we lost in the 1st round proper away to Tavistock.

The 2023/24 will always be remembered as the season of the Great Escape. At Christmas, the
team had no wins in the league, only 4 points and were rooted to the bottom of the table. Their
only win was a 2-0 victory over Wokingham in the FA Cup. They were knocked out of the FA Cup
after a reply by Northwood. There was poor performances in the FA Trophy and Velocity Cups with
7-1 and 6-0 defeats respectively. A management change just before Christmas with Ross
Weatherstone taking charge. In his time in charge, Ross managed to guide the team to their
first win against Met Police FC. The team finished with 8 wins and managed to finish 4 points
and one position above the relegation zone.



Good afternoon, today we host Badshot Lea FC and we wish everyone a warm (let's hope it
warms up soon!) welcome to the Iconic Stadium. I’d like to wish their management team, the
players, all the officials and fans a pleasant stay with us and a safe journey home after the
game.

Today we host Badshot Lea FC, who have a manager in Gav Smith, whom I respect a great deal,
he coaches and plays the right way, which is something I admire about the way he sets up to
win football matches. Badshot Lea FC, find themselves in the same position as my team this
time last year, doing everything they can to win football matches to stay up! It feels like roles
are reversed from when we had to play Badshot Lea FC at Slough Town FC last year needing
nothing but a win to stay up! With this in mind, I know that today presents one of our hardest
challenges and we've prepared the players for this.

Following my last notes against Hayes & Yeading FC, where we lost 1-0, we also played Sutton
Common Rovers FC away where we won 3-1.

Hayes & Yeading FC at home was a very tough test against an experienced team that managed
the game well. The frustrating part for me, was the goal they scored, as it came from a long
throw where we got first contact and second contact but the ball fell kindly to them where
they tapped home from inside the 6 yard box. On a more positive note, the way we asked
questions in the second half and created moments to get a result was something the players
could take into our next game. I never like losing but the players gave everything and that is
exactly what the management team will continue to ask in every game.

Sutton Common Rovers FC away on a Friday night was always going to be our target game for
the week. Traveling into London on a Friday night is never easy, so our first challenge was to
get everyone to Carlshalton, which I am delighted to say that we did, at this point I knew the
preparation was solid.

THE VIEW 
FROM THE DUGOUT

Ross Weatherstone



Based on the surface, I asked the players to play in a different way when we had the football,
I am delighted to say the players listened and went out and executed 2 very good goals that
we had planned before half time. The second half was a tight half, however, we did create 6
goal scoring opportunities but did not capitalise on the chances until we got a penalty late
on to secure a well deserved win. It was great to see so many Moles travel to the game.

The result against Sutton Common Rovers FC was 3 points very much needed, in the
challenge we face to finish as high as we possibly can and not get sucked into the
relegation scrap. I feel we are definitely at least 9 points short of where we should be on the
league table, based on games where we conceded late on in games or didn't convert
chances to get points! I believe everyone at the club should feel positive with what the team
have done so far this season, as in the majority of games we have competed, in a very tough
league. With a Semi Final, a Quarter Final, 14 league games to go and lots of league points to
compete for, please be rest assured, as we approach the final stretch, all of my management
team and the players will be giving everything for the club.

Over the coming weeks, I am back in hospital, over the last month it has been great to see
everyone and your kind words have been greatly appreciated, words I will take with me as I
go into the next stage of my challenge, so thank you everyone. One of our biggest strengths
as a collective is how we stick together as a club, so let's hold onto this value as we hit the
final stretch, lets stick together & enjoy it.

I hope you all enjoy the game today and thank you for your continued support.

Rosco
First Team Manager





THE BIG PREVIEW
BINFIELD VS BADSHOT LEA

Saturday 3PM football at the Iconic - we
haven’t said a lot in recent weeks!
Today we welcome Badshot Lea to the
Iconic where there is a lot of respect
between the two clubs. The Moles know
all too well what it is like when you are
fighting for every single point so they
will be a tough test this afternoon and
it should make a very competitive 90
minutes

The last month for the Moles has seen an
upturn in both results and almost more importantly performances. Despite a blip at
Harrow Borough, the Moles secured victory against Met Police giving them a vital boost of
confidence. They were unfortunate not to walk away with anything against Hayes and
Yeading despite a great performance but they turned their fortunes around three days
later with a brilliant 3-1 victory at Sutton Common Rovers. A hat-trick from Rahzir Smith-
Jones to make it 11 goals in as many games will give the Moles a huge boost heading into
the final third of the season.

Badshot Lea are in a similar situation in which the Moles found themselves last season
and will provide dangerous opposition. They’ve scored 14 goals in the last five games and
can count themselves unlikely to only pick up four points from those games. There is a
familiar face in the opposition ranks this evening in the face of Charlie George who was
with us at the start of the season and also a member of the Great Escape! He has been
part of Badshot Lea’s scoring form over recent weeks and will certainly be one to watch
this afternoon!





CAPTURING THE ACTION With Daisy Spiers 



GETTING TO KNOW:
Sam Bartlett

Football Team You Support:
Man United

Sam has joined us last week from Hartley
Wintney but made an immediate impact
last Friday. Two assists against Sutton
Common Rovers with some brilliant
unselfish play contributed to our victory.
We can’t wait to see him at the Iconic this
afternoon - welcome Sam!

Name: Sam Bartlett
Position: Forward 
Appearances: 1
Goals: -

Football Nickname:
Sammy

Favourite Footballer:
Ronaldo



Dream Holiday Destination: 
Maldives �

Sport you would want to play if
not football:
Golf 🏌

Favourite TV Show/Film:
The Inbetweeners

Favourite Sporting Memory you’ve
been part of:
First senior goal scored away at
Guernsey

Pre-Match Routine: 
Always say a prayer before Kick Off  

Dream Job:
Obvious - Footballer ⚽

Favourite Sporting Memory you’ve
watched:
England’s Euro 2024 run 

Favourite Food:
Wing Stop



-

MEET THE SQUAD 









INTRODUCING OUR VISITORS
BADSHOT LEA FC

Early history suggests that the village football club was formed in 1904, after a
meeting at the local village hall. They initially played friendly matches before
deciding that they affiliate to the Surrey County Football Association in 1907. They
began life in the junior leagues before gradually progressing through the leagues.
The most recent history shows the Lea playing in the Aldershot leagues and
progressing through the various divisions, eventually obtaining promotion to the
Surrey Intermediate League Western in 1978. 
Progress through the three divisions saw the Lea eventually promoted to the Surrey
Premier League in 1986. This was for one year only as we obtained the dubious
distinction of being relegated with the highest points total ever achieved by a side
being relegated. 
Season 1988 saw us again in the Surrey Intermediate League Western. The ensuing
years saw the difficulties that one experiences until season 2002/03 which saw
eventual promotion to Senior Football via The Hellenic League. This was not without its
problems as The FA at Soho Square tried to block the move. It was only the
determination of the committee and the full backing of The Hellenic League that
eventually saw us given the green light along with London APSA (Essex Senior League)
and Sporting Bengal (Kent League). In our first season we took time to adjust to
Senior Football eventually finishing 4th from bottom under the guidance of manager
Maurice Gregory. 
In 1997 the first Youth Team joined the Club, and this saw the beginning of the
successful Youth and Colts section of the Club. We increased from one team to over
20 and were given extra facility to accommodate this success. 
For season 2017/18 we started a groundshare arrangement at Camberley Town whilst
our new ground was under construction. In October 2017, Michael Charles resigned,
and we turned to ex-manager Mark Thomas who successfully led us to immediate
promotion back to the Premier Division at the end of the 2017/18 season. 

 



Sadly, Mark had to resign his duties and after an extensive search and interview
process, we appointed the successful Keith Hills, from fellow Premier Division team
Knaphill, to lead us back into the Premier Division for season 2018/19. 
In December 2018 we appointed a management team of Gav Smith/Dave Ford as
Joint Managers along with Paul Harkness as coach and Dan Bailey as assistant.
They galvanised the squad and finished in an excellent 9th place. 
In season 2021/22 we finished in the highest position of 5th in the Combined
Counties Premier Division South and were the only team to win away to Jersey in
the league and in the following season we gained promotion to Step 4 for the first
time in our history having finished as one of the highest runners up nationally on
PPG. 
Currently under the management of Gavin Smith assisted by Dan Bailey and First
Team coach Vic Ocansey, we are now members of the Isthmian League South Central
League in our first season at Step 4 of the Non-League Pyramid. 



RAHZIR SMITH-JONES

Rahzir Smith-Jones became the fifth member of
our current squad to make it to 50 appearances

in Moles colours. He capped off his 51st
appearance with his first senior hat-trick

Congratulations Luke 👏

50 APPEARANCES

Appearances:

23/24 Season
Met Police (A)
Southall (H)
Westfield (H)
Hartley Wintney (A)
Uxbridge (A)
Marlow (H)
Leatherhead (A)
Chipstead (A)
Ashford Town (H)
Sutton Common Rovers (H)
Guernsey (A)
Corinthian-Casuals (H)
Northwood (H)
Uxbridge (H)

24/25 Season
Wokingham Town (H)
Horndean (H)
Longlevens (A)
Ascot United (H)
Lordswood (A)
Badshot Lea (A)
Horndean (A)
Uxbridge (H)
Southall (A)
Hanworth Villa (H)
Farnham Town (A)
Kingstonian (A)
Sutton Common Rovers (H)
Guernsey (A)
Badshot Lea (A)
Dulwich Hamlet (A)
Raynes Park Vale (A)
South Park (H)

Uxbridge (A)
Southall (H)
Maidenhead Utd (H)
Hanworth Villa (A)
Westfield (H)
Harrow Borough (H)
Kingstonian (H)
Ashford Town (A)
Leatherhead (H)
Horndean (A)
Ascot United (A)
Moneyfields (A)
Aylesbury Vale Dynamos (H)
Met Police (H)
Hastings United (A)
Harrow Borough (A)
Hayes & Yeading Utd (H)
Sutton Common Rovers (A)



JANUARY AWARDS
January Player of the Month:
Rahzir Smith-Jones picked up the January
Player of the Month award, the second time he
has picked up this accolade this season. He
scored four goals in January, three of which
proved to be match winners! He narrow beat
Luke Wayborn and Jack Brewer to the award.

Congratulations Raz 👏

January Moment of the Month:
Last month’s moment of the month has been
awarded to Reese Jones Jr for his goal against
Hastings. Not only was his goal pivotal in
getting past Hastings United and reaching a
league cup Semi Final, it was his first in Moles
colours.

But it wasn’t just his goal, his celebration and
interview afterwards is why it has been
recognised as a ‘moment’. Running straight
over to the bench and dedicating his goal to
Rosco after everything he has been through
over the past few months - a classy gesture and
fully deserving of the award.

Congratulations Reese 👏





INTRODUCING OUR MASCOTS
U7 Ballers:
Binfield U7 Ballers: This enthusiastic group is enjoying the start to the
season already, showcasing their skills and teamwork. With 2 wins under
their belt, a couple of close losses their spirits remain high as they
continue to learn and grow together on the pitch. 

They have only been together as a team for a couple of months and their
team spirit is incredible already, they are connecting well in training.
Excited for the season ahead!







-

Horndean burst the Ascot bubble with a four-three win, Tanners get five, Borough get
four, Binfield three, whilst Westfield and Sparks are also victorious
 
Onto Saturday, and leaders Farnham Town, who rather remarkably have played only one league
match THIS YEAR, saw their match against Guernsey postponed. Second place Kingstonian’s mach at
Badshot Lea departed the same way, as did the games at Hayes and Yeading and Raynes Park Vale,
and third place Ascot United were the top ranked team to start. 
 

The Yellas played host to Horndean. United had lost only one of their last ten- and won six of their
previous seven- whilst the Deans seemed to have hauled themselves out of their slump and were
three unbeaten, taking seven points from that run. Zak Willett put the visitors ahead in the first
minute, although the goal was initially given to Rudi Blankson- and the shellshocked hosts found
themselves two down just two minutes later, Willett with that one, too. On twenty five minutes
Kickie Dzimba got a goal back for the hosts, and they were level ten minutes later, Anas Igozouln
scoring from the spot. The Deans weren’t downhearted, however, and Willett restored their lead on
sixty seven minutes to claim the match ball, only for the hosts to level via an own goal three
minutes later. Back up the other end and it was four-three Horndean, Jay Williams with that one,
and this time the visitors held onto their lead. 
 

Hartley Wintney were rather determined to hold onto fifth place- or perhaps climb to fourth- as they
travelled to Imber Court to take on Met Police. The Row had only two defeats from ten and were
looking for a third win in succession, and they took an early lead as Ellis Orsborn scored after twelve
minutes. The boys in blue drew level eight minutes before half time, Laurence Ernest with the
equaliser, and that turned out to be that- although we did have a red card in added time right at the
end, Ayoub Enajar sent off for the hosts. 
 

Moneyfields saw their eight match winning run come to an end at Uxbridge last weekend, and hoped
to start another as they travelled to Westfield. The Woking side, who were seven points and four
places behind their visitors at kick off, were three unbeaten and seemed to have found their feet
after a recent slump, coming into this one after an impressive win at Leatherhead in midweek. They
went ahead just before the half hour, Tom Dryer with the opener- although they could have been
behind by then, keeper Lewis Gallivant saving a penalty. The Moneys levelled five minutes into the
second half, an own goal giving them a helping hand, but Billy Nutbeam quickly restored the
Westfield lead five minutes later- and this time they held onto it. 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE UPDATE



-

 
Hanworth Villa, four points away from the top five, headed to South Park Reigate. The Villains were
three unbeaten, whilst the Sparks were nine without a win and had dropped into the bottom four
accordingly- but the hosts had the brightest of starts, George Vincent putting them ahead in the
first minute. The next eighty nine minutes and added time saw nobody else manage to do what
Vincent had done after thirty nine seconds, and the Sparks held on for three valuable points which
lifted them out of the bottom four. 
 
Harrow Borough were offering free entry to anyone with an NHS pass for their match against
Southall on Saturday, and midway through the first half perhaps someone was able to supply
smelling salts to the visiting fans as they witnessed Brendan Matthew being sent off. This was the
sides third meeting of the campaign, with Borough wining the first two- and they soon went ahead
in this one, too, Kai Hamilton opening the scoring on twenty six minutes. The ten men soon hit back,
however, Ryan Hope levelling from the spot two minutes before half time, but that was as good as it
got for them, as the second half was one way traffic. Stephane Bombelenga made it two-one on
sixty three minutes, Dennis Kelmendi added a third ten minutes later, and ten minutes from time
Keegan Bloom added a fourth. Borough are ninth- four points away from the top five. 
 
Leatherhead, in eleventh, travelled to take on Rayners Lane. The Tanners had slipped nine points
away from the top five despite only losing two of their last ten, whilst Lane had won only two of ten,
and were three places and five points behind their visitors. Lukas Franzen-Jones has been a big
success since landing at Fetcham Grove, and it was his thirteenth Tanners goal which was unlucky
for Lane on ten minutes, and the hosts luck didn’t change as they had Mike Hill dismissed eight
minutes later. The ten men were level in first half added time, Deshane Dalling on his debut, but six
minutes into the second half the visitors were ahead once more, Anuar Ceesay the scorer. It was
three-one seven minutes later, Rhys Murrell Williamson with that one, and on sixty five minutes
Kane Fitzgerald added a fourth, only for Anthony Cook to pull a goal back two minutes from time. One
minute later it was five-two, Ty Butler for Leatherhead, but still we weren’t finished and Germaine
Dua pulled in back to five-three. That, finally, was that, seven points between the Tanners and the
top five, having done the double over the Lane and scored eleven goals in the process. 



-

By Jon Couch
IN last Sunday’s NLP, we spoke exclusively to National League CEO Mark Ives to look deeper
into the national 3UP campaign, officially calling for a third promotion spot into the EFL.
Backed by all 72 member clubs at Step 1 and 2 after years of planning, the proposal
officially calls for a change in regulations from the current two-up system and has
received widespread support from the Non-League game.
But, as we’ve also heard this week, the campaign has also come up against some fierce
opposition and there is a lot of convincing left needed to be done if EFL clubs are to vote in
favour of the proposal at the EFL’s AGM this June..
Ives spoke passionately the logistics behind the campaign but also warned that unless the
matter is addressed now, it risks being kicked down the road for more years to come.
“Why now is a really important question,” he told The NLP. “Everybody is aware we’ve been
having conversations privately with the EFL. They’ve been very constructive, very amiable
conversations.
“Then we have the Independent Football Regulator coming in. Whilst there are debates
ongoing at the minute between the parliamentary houses and, potentially, up to 400
suggested amendments to the Bill that are being discussed, what is sure is the regulator is
coming into play. 
“That brings in another dynamic from an EFL point of view because the EFL are saying while
they’re supportive in principle of this issue, they cannot take this forward until the other
footballing matters are dealt with – the current discussions between the PL and the EFL over
the wider distribution of monies. That’s a matter for the PL and the EFL, that’s not a matter
for us. 
“We do not see them as being interdependent to the issue of three-up. If you think about
them not being able to deal with anything until the matter is resolved between the PL and
the EFL, which would potentially mean the regulator, the backstop and everything else
kicking into play.”
The National League’s plea came after a wide-ranging BBC Sport interview with EFL
chairman Rick Parry back in November when he accepted the need for change,
commenting: “we have to acknowledge the need to look downwards as well as upwards”.
But as columnist Chris Dunlavy warned in our sister paper, The Football League Paper, last
Sunday, finding support from EFL clubs will be far from easy. 



-

“It’s only natural to ask why turkeys would vote for Christmas, and in the short-term it’s a
logical argument. Nobody wants to make themselves more vulnerable to relegation,”
Dunlavy writes.
“So precarious are finances throughout the EFL, however, that all but the biggest clubs
could become a basket case, practically overnight. Remember Bolton, or Derby? 
“There’s also a lot of money in Non-League, meaning the clubs who come up - like
Stockport and Wrexham - tend to push the incumbents down. 
That makes relegation at least a reasonable possibility for the majority of EFL clubs and
means three-up, three-down is very much in their long-term interest. 
“Unfortunately, that’s not how people operate. Which is why, without legislative
intervention or a financial sweetener, the National League’s 3UP campaign is a non-
starter.”
Shrewsbury Town manager Gareth Ainsworth agrees.
Speaking on BBC Radio 5 Live Sport’s 72+ EFL podcast last week, the former Wycombe
Wanderers gave a rather damning indictment of the proposal, while voicing his annoyance
at being unable to compete financially with wealthy clubs coming from Non-League such
as Wrexham, Notts County and Chesterfield.
Ainsworth said: “Obviously, we’re not going vote for it. Who in the right mind in the EFL will
be the vote for, you know, three down, three up?
“But that National League, believe me, very strong. And often the team that do come up.
They compete well.
“And I think that’s a big argument point for them saying, look at your records, look at your
Chesterfields of yours, look at your, you know, Stockports, you know.
“They’ve all kicked on, but it could kill some really, really big league teams. You know, you
Oldhams and your Torquays. They’ve really found it difficult getting back in.
“Should we not look after our teams that you know, we keep going on about the teams that
are struggling. We should look after our pyramid better.
“And the teams if a team just can’t keep up financially, but no other reason than the other
teams have got billionaires coming in a million is that we it’s not fair that they just sink
out the league and out of obscurity.
“So my argument would be, yes. These teams have done well, but have a look at the money
that they’ve had invested in them as well.”
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PLAYER STATS
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LEAGUE TABLE



ISTHMIAN SOUTH CENTRAL 
Today @ 3:00PM

Hanworth Villa vs Westfield
Horndean vs Raynes Park Vale

Kingstonian vs Hayes and Yeading United
Leatherhead vs Harrow Borough

Moneyfields vs Ascot United
Southall vs Farnham Town

Sutton Common Rovers vs Hartley Wintney
Uxbridge vs Met Police

Tomorrow @ 3:00PM
Ashford Town vs South Park

Guernsey vs Rayners Lane (2PM)







TODAY'S 
SQUADS

REFEREE
TEDDY OSBORN

ASSISTANT
DYLAN ING

ASSITSTANT
TOM LATHEY

Harry CAWDRON
Samuel YABANI
Ibrahim BUSARI
Ben PORTBURY
George WINKWORTH
Aitor ANDON
Baback DEHGHANI
Luis LE PAIH 
Kareem AKINNIBI
Charlie GEORGE
Joe LEWIS
Eden DOWNES
David GARLINGE
Jaheim KAMARA
Finlay EVANS 
Caleb MARWICK

CJ FUBLER
Daniel LEWIS

Luke WAYBORN
Harvey GRIFFITHS

Jamie HILTON
Brighton MORRISON

Malachi HENRY
Ethan GOLD

Connor JEANES
Rahzir SMITH-JONES

Riley ROBINSON
Rechan ESPRIT

Theo PENNICOTT-BOWEN
Daquio STEWART

Josh McMENEMY
Taylor CROOK
Lucas WYNN

Reese JONES JR
Jack BREWER
Tyler D’CRUZ

Monty BRADY
Ryan LOPES
Matt TWEED


